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The Reſemblance of” Feſus fo Moſes conſidered, 

and the extraordinary and continued puniſhment 
of the Fews ſhown to be a ſtanding evidence of 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
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Bu DzUTERONOMY, Chap. XVIII 


VER. 15. The Lord thy God ſhall raiſe up unto 
thee a 47" gar from the midſt of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me, unto him ye ſhall hearken. 
VER. 18. {will raiſe them up a Prophet from a- 
mong their brethren, like unto thee, and I will 
put my words in his mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak 
unto them all that I ſhall command him, &c. 


5 FOSES is juſtly acknowledged by 
all to have been a very great man. 
In various places of Scripture he is 
honoured: with the title of DuD VN A man 
of God, i. e. a very great man, an extraor- 
dinary ambaſſador from God. He was 
one of the greateſt legiſlators ever lived; 
' Wa at the ſame time he was a man of great 
piety, meekneſs, courage, wiſdom and 
learning. St Stephen informs us, that he 

was inſtructed in all the learning of the 

Egyptians, Acts vii. 22. (a). wy On. 


MosEs 


(a) That the Egyptians were very early celebrated for wiſ- 
dom and learning appears from many ancient writers, and par- 
ticularly from the Scriptures. To give us a high idea ot the 
wiſdom of Solomon, t is ſaid that it excelled all the witdom of 
Egypt, 1 Kings iv. 30. © And Solomon's wiſdom excelled the 
% wiſdom of all the children of the Eaft count y, and all the 

* wiſdom of Egypt.“ Phil. de vit. Moſ. lib. i. p. 470. 
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Mos Es is e the moſt 3 ancient 


| hitorian in the world, and the only one 


who gives us a juſt and rational account 
of the creation of the univerſe, of the hi- 
ſtory of Providence in the government of 


it, of the introduction of moral evil, and 


its dreadful conſequences, and of the 
goodneſs and love of God in the ſalvation 
of mankind. IR 

His knowledge of divine things was 
zudevd very great, and his account of the 
divine nature and perfections is equally 


grand as perſpicuous. When he exhibits 


a picture to us of the Supreme Being, he 
repreſents him thus, Jehoyah, God, that 


is, the ſelf-exiſtent, independent, eternal 


being, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffer- 


ing, abundant in goodneſs and truth. 


Hence one of the fathers of the church, 


(Euſebius) calls him a divine truly great, 
and the moſt faithful maſter of the chorus 


of the prophets. In conſideration of his 
knowledge in juriſprudence, politics, chro- 
nology hiſtory, and his Egyptian learn- 

, he might have had a chance in this 
— enlightened age of philoſophy to 
be reputed one of the firſt-rate philoſo- 
phers, had he not pretended to be a pro- 
phet. But he was alſo a prophet, yea the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed prophet that appeared 


under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation; 
x for 
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for God fpaket him face to face, as a man 


ſpeaketh with his friend, Exod. xxxili. 11. 


Moss here foretels the coming of an 
eminent prophet, whom God would raiſe 


up to the Jewiſh nation, from the midſt 


of themſelves; who ſhould reſemble him- 
ſelf, and unto whom they were to hearken. 
TE original occaſion of the delivery 


of this prophecy, was the Iſraelites deſire, 


that for the time to come, when God de- 
livered his will to them, he would not do 
it immediately with ſuch pomp and awful 


terror, as upon the delivery of the law 
from mount Sinai, where there were thun- 


ders and lightnings, and a thick cloud up- 
on the mount, becauſe the Lord God de- 

ſcended upon it in fire, and the ſmoke | 
thereof aſcended as the ſmoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mount quaked greatly, ſo 
that all the people that were in the camp 


trembled. Upon this ſolemn occaſion the 


people earneſtly requeſted that God him- 
ſelf ſhould no more immediately ſpeak un- 
to them, and ſaid unto Moſes, Speak thou 


. with us, and we will hear thee; but let not 
God ſpeak with us leſt we die. 


In condeſcenſion therefore to human 
weakneſs, God grants their requeſt, as we 


learn from the 16th verſe of this chapter : 


According to all that thou deſiredſt of 


66: the Lord thy God in Horeb, in the day 
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2 b 
«of this aſſembly, faying, Let me not hear 


again the voice of the Lord my God, nei- 


ther let me ſee this great fire any more 


that I die not. And the Lord ſaid unto _ 
* me, they have well ſpoken that which 


e they have ſpoken.” Accordingly God ap- 


points Moſes to deliver his meſſages for the 


furure to them, and, in teſtimony of his 
approbation of their conduct in this re- 
ſpec, graciouſly adds the promiſe in my 
text, I will raiſe them up a prophet,” 

Sc. In order to explain and illuſtrate 


! this prophecy, 


I. I ſhall prove that theſe words origi- 
nally and principally contain a prophecy 


of the Meſſiah. 
II. I ſhall ſhew that the deſcription here 


given exactly correſponds to Jeſus of Na- 


zureth, and that he reſembled Moſesin more 
reſpects than any other prophet ever did. 


III. I ſhall ſhow that the Jewiſh nation 


have been and ſtill are ſeverely puniſhed 

tor their diſobedience to this prophet. 
IV. I ſhall deduce ſome inferences from 

what ſhall be delivered upon this ſubject. 


ber hall prove that theſe words princi- 
pally contain a prophecy of the Meſſiah. 
SoME Jewiſh commentators are of opi- 
nion, that Joſhua was the perſon here in- 
tended; becauſe as the people were com- 


manded to hcarken unto this prophet, ſo 
the 


* 


14% 


E 
the people ſaid unto ſoſhua, chap. xvi. 17. 
„According as we have hearkened unto 
« Moſes in all things, ſo will we hearken 
& unto; thee. They further urge what is 
ſaid in the apocryphal book Eccleſiaſti- 


cus xlvi. 1. where Joſhua is ſaid to have 


been a ſucceſſor of Moſes in prophecies. 
But there are ſeveral things which confute 


this notion of the Jewiſh writers. For 
| Joſhua was not fa properly a prophet, as a 


commander in chief, and general of the 


people of Iſrael; ſo that when he was inſtal- 


led in his office, it is expreſsly ſaid, that he 
ſhould ſtand before Eleazar the prieſt, who 
ſhall aſk counſel for him, after the judg- 
ment of Urim before the Lord, Numb, 


xXxvii. 18. 21. which was unneceſſary for 


a prophet, Beſides, Joſhua is not deſcri- 
bed as a prophet in the hiſtory we have of 


his lite and actions, far leſs is he compa- 
red with Moſes; on the contrary, it is ex- 


preſsly ſaid, Deut. xxxiv. 10. And there 


_ #* aroſe not a prophet ſinee in Iſrael, like 
„ unto Moſes, whom the Lord knew face 


** to face.” Abarbanel refutes this opi- 
nion of Abenezra's with reſpect to Joſhua; 


but endeavours to ſupport the opinion of 


ſome who maintain that Jeremiah is the 


_ prophet here meant. But Abarbanel con- 


tradicts himſelf; for he prefers Iſaiah to Je- 


remiah, on account of his {tyle, alledging 


that 


"worry ere. 
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| that the former comes nearer to Moſes. 
It is not probable, however, that Moſes 
ſhould paſs over ſo many intermediate 


prophets who were prior to Jeremiah. 


And how could Jeremiah, a prophet who. 


had ſuffered ſo many hardſhips, and was 
in ſuch danger of his lite from the Kings 
of Juda, be compared to Moſes in ous: of 
authority ? 

Bur ſeveral Jewiſh and Chriſtian inter- 
preters underſtand this, not of a ſingle per- 
ſon, but of a ſucceſſion of prophets, to be 
raiſed up like unto Moſes; becauſe, fay 
they, the people being, in the context, 
forbidden to follow after enchanters and 


diviners, as other nations did, nothing 


would have ſecured them effectually from 


following after them, but having true pro- 


phets of their own, whom they might con- 
ſult on occaſion; and the latter are oppo- 
ſed to the former. Yet the favourers of 
this opinion of a ſucceſſion of prophets 
being primarily intended, acknowledge 
that the main end and ultimate ſcope of 


the prophecy was the Meſſiah, that great 


prophet promiſed to the fathers. But it 
ſeems unnatural to compare any one, or 
the whole chorus of prophets repreſented 
as one, to Moſes, as they did not live in 
the ſame but different ages; nor is there a- 
ny foundation to aſcribe to each of them 
an equality or reſemblance to Moſes. 


THE 
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EN 
gf TE plaineſt moſt obvious meaning 


of any paſſage ought to be preferred, and 


taken as the true meaning thereof, unleſs 
it contains ſomething abſurd, or incon- 
ſiſtent with its connexion; and to have re. 
courſe to figure, and to idioms of ſpeech 
in the interpretation thereof, without any 
pretence of this kind, cannot be juſtified 
by the rules of good ſenſe, or juſt criti- 
ciſm. Now, the promiſe of a prophet, in 
the common acceptation of the words, de- 
notes one ſingle prophet; the text here 
ſpeaks of one prophet only in the ſingular 


number, and not of many. Yea the pre- 


diction concerning this prophet who ſhould 
be like unto Moſes, is twice repeated in 
the ſingular number (5). The entire paſ- 


ſage, from ver. 15. to the end, according 
to the ſtrictly literal and grammatical con- 


{truction of every ſentence in it, makes 
perfectly good ſenſe, all the parts thereof 
; Ml 0 9 1 having 

(5) As the word is not in the plural number , pro- 
pet, but de A a propher, there is no good reaſon can be af- 


ſigned, why we ſhould not underſtand it of one eminent pro- 
phet: In other places where a number or ſucceſſion of prophets 
are pointed out and meant, we ſind the word uſed in che plural 
number: „And the Lord hath ſent unto you all his ſervants 
'N') the prophers, riſing early and ſending them, &c.” 
Jer. xxv. 4. See alſo Jer. xxix. 19. 2 Kings xvii. 13. 

The Jews who contend that Joſhua is the prophet here meant 
acknowledge that the word propher denotes only one propher. 
The context alſo proveth this, which ſpeaketh only of one pro- 
phet, and there is no ſuffix plural added to any word in it, which 
15 commonly the caſe when a word is taken collectively denoting 
more than one. Vid. Glaſ. philolog. ſacr. 
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having a rational and juſt coherence: with 
one another, and not a particle appears in 
the paſſage. connecting it with the prece- 
ding context. Therefore theſe words, a pro- 


Phet lite unto Moſes, mean ſomething proper 


to them two, over and above what is com- 


mon and eſſential to every prophet (c). 


Jo expound this paſſage of a ſueceſſion 
of prophets, contradicts. alio God's own 
declaration concerning the manner in 
which he intended to deal with other pro- 


WIEN Miriam and Aaron began to 
mutiny againſt the - authority of Moſes, 


faying,  Hath the Lord indeed only ſpoken by 
Moſes? hath he not alſo ſpoken by us? God 


upon this occaſion interpoſes, and de- 
clares plainly the difference between Mo- 


ſes 


(e) The text ſuggeſts that this likeneſs and equality was not 


to conſiſt in ſome minute circumſtances, or in ſuch equality as 
the following prophets had in common with Moſes ; but prin- 
cipally in the authority and exerciſe of the prophetical office. 
As Moſes, by the authority of God, had, in place of the ancient 
plain way of religion, inſtituted a more burdenſome kind of wor- 


ſhip; ſo when God promiſes another prophet like to Moſes, he 
intimates, that he would do by this prophet ſomething like 


what he had done by Moſes, changing theſe carnal ordinances 
inſtituted by him into a mode of worſhip more ſpiritual and ſub- 
lime. God promiſes therefore that he would put His avords in- 


to the mouth of that prophet, not only in the ſenſe in which all 


the true prophets ſpoke the words of God, as his faithful mi- 
niſters, but theſe words which God had reſerved to be ſpoken by 
himielf in the laſt days, and which none bu: God could ſpeak, 


II. iii. 34. Hence it plainly follows, that this prophet was not 


to be a bare interpreter of the law of Moſes, but the trae Lord 
of the law, and to peak thole words of God which were not 


| hitherto ſpoken in that manner. 
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ſs anf all other prophets} Num. xi. , 
8. if there he a prophet among y, the Lard 
4 will male himſelf known among you in a vi: 
« ſor, and will Jpeak unto you in a dream's my 
« »ſervans Moſes is not ſo, abo is faithful in all 
ny bouſe, with him will Iiſpeał mouth 10 
«x e even apparentiy, and: not in dart 
fſpeechen; and the ſimilitude of the Lord ſball 

4 he hehold.”* As to all other prophets, 
God here declares that he would ſpeak to 
them in viſions, but with Moſes, it is ſaid, 
he would converſe mouth to mouth; or, 
as it is elſewhere. expreſſed, face to face, 
Exod. xxkili. 11. Herein the eminence 
and dignity of Moſes is remarkably diſtin- 
guiſhed ; and, in this reſpec, none of the 
_ -prophets, who ſucceeded him in Urael, | 
were like unto him. | 
THERE. is a remarkable paſlage i in Pei 
book of Deuteronomy xxxiv. 10. And 
there aroſe not a prophet ſince in If 
*“ rael, like unto Moſes, whom the Lord 
knew face to face, in all the ſigns and 
„ wonders which the Lord ſent him to do 
in the land of Egypt.“ This paſſage 
plainly refers to this prophecy, and entire- 
ly refutes the notion that Joſhua, or any 
of the ſucceeding prophets before the birth 
of Jeſus, was the prophet like unto Moſes. | 
Wx cannot be certain at what time, or 
by whom this addition was made to the ſa- 
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after the death of Moſes; and conſequent- 


ly Joſhua was not a prophet like unto Mo- 


ſes in the opinion of the Jewiſh church, 
who received this addition as canonical 


Scripture, There aroſe not a prophet ſince in I, 


rael The manner of expreſſion plainly 


intimates, that this addition muſt have 


been made at ſome conſiderable diſtance 
of time after the death of Moſes, and con- 


ſequently the Jewiſh church had no con- 


ception of a perpetual ſucceſſion of pro- 
phets to be raiſed up like unto Moſes: 
And if this addition was made by Ezra, 
as is highly probable, after the Babyloniſh 
captivity, it.is plain, that neither:Jeremiah 
nor any of the ancient prophets were e- 
ſteemed like unto Moſes. The peculiar 
marks and characters wherein it is ſaid 


that none other prophet had ever reſem- 
_ bled Moſes, are very remarkable: There 


aroſe not a propbet lite unto Moſes ſince in I 
ruel, hom the Lord knew face ro face; and 
Which of the prophets ever converſed ſo 
frequently and ſo familiarly with God face 
to face? And which of them wrought ſo 


many miracles? No perſon: was ever equal 


or comparable to Moſes, with reſpect to fa- 
miliar and frequent converſe with God, 


but Jeſus Chriſt the Meſſiah; none wrought 


ſo many and ſo great miracles as Jeſus of 
Nazareth. See Sherlock on * 
THESE 
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Tu xs E are FT reaſons therefore for 
underſtanding the text princi pally. and 
ſolely of the Meſſiah. And, it is highly 
probable, that the words at the ſame time 
intimate, that God would raiſe up pro- 
phets, at different times, for the inſtruc- 
tion and comfort of the Jewiſh church, 
until the Meſſiah appeared in the world. 


Beſides, theſe words, /ike unto thee, cannot 


be applied to any of the prophets that ſuc- 
ceeded Moſes, whether conſidered as a ſin- 
gle perſon or collective body, excepting 
the Meſſiah. This promiſe of a prophet 
1s twice repeated, and, in both places, his 
birth and offices are particularly ſpeci- 
_ fied, and yet, in both, the likeneſs to Mo- 
ſes is expreſsly mentioned: This pro- 
phet was to be one from among their 
brethren, a Jew, and a prophet like Mo- 
ſes; reſembling him in his birth and of- 
fice, This ſurely is an additional charac- 
ter, and muſt ſignify ſomething peculiar 
to thoſe two, over and above what is eſſen- 
tial to every prophet. Theſe words there- 
fore, a prophet like unto thee, plainly imply a 
reſemblance to Moſes in ſome things that 
were peculiar to himſelf. For Moſes was 
not only a prophet bur alſo a legiſlator, a 
faviour, and mediator (4). But the pro- 
phets 


(4) The Jewiſh interpreters, Abarbanel, Alſcechech, and 
Rabbi Gerundenſis, are at great pains to miſrepreſent the mean- 


ing 


as 
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phets, who ſucceeded him; foretold ſome 
more ſpecial promiſes concerning that pro- 
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root (med. Waw) agnam conſpicuam habuit, eaque ſca- 
þ zuit puteus, c. This word Y therefore properly denotes 2 
Prophet re/embling me. ſuch as I am, like me. The ellipſis alſo of 
the word WR who, (which is frequent in the Hebrew language. 
(See Glaſ. philolog. ſacr. p. 339.) is here to be ſupplied, and to 

e rendered thus, 2 ,rophet {ball the Lord your God raiſe up N 
"93JDY v Hall be 2 me, reſemble ne. And as Moſes has not 
uſed the word JOHN) but Y3NDY, it is pretty evident that there 
is ſomething pointed out in the ſubject or perſon, rather than in 
the manner of raiſing him up, as appears from the ſame expreſſion, 
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"can certainly divine. See allo ver. 18. and 1 Kings xxii. 4. If. 


word / cannot have an entire reference to DX as Abar- 
"banel contends, but to what went before. 8 
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4 The Chaidce paraphraſe piainly ſhows the ſenſe of the ancient 
14 Jews with reſpect to this reſemblance in excellency of prophe- 
37 cy, which rendereth che 5th verſe thus, NINJA ?QAND NN) 
, VAN { will put the wards of my prophecy in bis mouth 3 and the 
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pPhet, whoſe coming Moſes had predicted, 


19" Ih a \.4 FEAAID & Bur bi i 3 982 2 17 +, 6.35 1 
LAT ing of theſe words 13ND and 15, alledgio „that the ſenſe is 
15 not that there ſhould be atiother propher of the ſame rank and 
1 dignity with Moſes, but only that he ſhould be choſen as Moſes 
ih; was to the prophetic office, and that he ſhould be a faithful pro- 
a phet of God, ſo that the Jews might believe him as they belie- 
Wt ved Moſes ;, and they pretend that the compariſon is to be 
14 ſought in the word H pDN I will raiſe up a prophet, and not in 
1! 44 e excellency of propnecy ; as ſignifying that this prophet will 
[8211 not ſpeak a word to thee, which is contrary to my prophecy, and 
LY: 
| 4 am, and not contrary to me. Vid. Alſecheſch. comment. in leg, 
114-4 fol. 292. and Abarbanel fol. 371. : $7. 2 
10 | But theſe interpretations appear plainly to be frivolous, and 
. foreign to the purpoſe ; for the very context ſheweth us, that the 
11 ; - word 1125 and J) by no means refer to the reſemblance in 
14 fidelity only, for that was required in every ordinary prophet, but 
1 5 imply their reſembling each other as legiſſators and mediators. 
1. It is evident alſo that theſe words refer not to their doctrine, be- 
135 cauſe that is contained in the word N“ 4 prepbet. The word 
145 JW) is compounded of the affix . and the prefix Y ſecundum, 
* according to, and the word j Arab. 3, dilutus et obſcurus co- 
. 1 for, hinc nitor faciei, ſpecies; reſemblance, ſimilitude, from the 


Gen. xliv. 15. Wot ye not, (JD) WIR UN) that ſuch a man a 
xiv. 2. The ellipſis of the word NUR proveth alfo that die 


1 
| but were far inferior to Moſes in a va- 
riety of circumſtances reſpecting his co- 
ming; and were, in the main, but interpre- 
ters of the Moſaic law; they had no new 
law, no new inſtitutes to publiſh ; their 
buſineſs was to illuſtrate and inculcate the 
law of Moſes. The prophet therefore who 
ſhould ariſe like unto Moles, muſt reſem- 
ble him in ſuch characters as were peculiar 
to himſelf; and theſe words in the con- 
text, I will put my words in his mouth, and he 
ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall command 
him, fappoſe an extraordinary commiſſion, 
and beſpeak a prophet immediately ſent 
from God with ſome new revelation (e). 
| 1719) 16 THESE 


Targum of ſonathan the ſon of Uziel further confirmeth the 
ſame, ver. 15 NV p 972 — 1977] who Hall be like unto 
me in the Holy Spirit; and ver. 18. 909 WA N Y p 97 
in whom ſhall be the Holy Spirit, as he was in thee. 

The ſcope of the ſacred writer naturaliy leads to the compari- _ 
ſon between Moſes and the prophet here promiſed; And Moſes 
himſelf plainly pointeth out. upon the appearance of God at 
Horeb, that 4 finguiar and illuſtrious prophet ſhould be given 
them, who ſhould be a mediator between God and the people, 
as Abarbanel himſelf confeſſeth upon Deut v. 37. God there- 
fore, hearkening to their prayers, promiſes that a prophet reſem- 
bling Moles in his legiſlative and mediatorial character ſhould 
be raiſed up to them. X | ; | 
Rabbi Bechai, a writer of great antiquity, refutes Abarbanel's 
interpretations; but he is miſtaken in aſſerting that te word 
YN. denotes the place of the prophet's nativity, and the ex- 
cluſion of the Idumeans ; for the ſacred writer has expreſsly ex- 
cluded them and the Iſhmaclites, (notwithſtanding ſome Mo- 
hommedan writers contend, that this is a prophecy of their pro- 
phet Mohommed) in theſe expreſs words, from the midſi of thee, 
of thy brethren. Vid. Marrac. prodrom. ad Alcoran. p. 20. 

(e) Thefe words therefore in the 19th verſe intimate, that 
there remained ſomething to be revealed to this people more than 

1 „ | Moſes 


1 1 
8 5 Ta: £58 words therefore.plainly intimate, 
that he had ſomething more to reveal than 
what was delivered by Moſes; for if this 
het was to reyeal nothing but what 


had been delivered, nor in A different man- 

ner, what need was there that ſuch a pro- 
phet ſhould be promiſed, who ſhould deli- 

ver the words of God, and ſhould be thus 
diſtinguiſhed: from Moſes?: 

- THERE: remained. therefore ſomnerhing 
to o be revealed by this prophet, and not 
only the Jews, but the Samaritans alſo, be- 
Hheved this: Whence the woman of Sama- 
ria ſaith, When the Meſſias cometh he 
„ will tell us all things,” John vi. 25. 
Yea the prophet Iaiah intimated that there 

remained to be preached liberty to the 
e and conſolation to the mourners; 
for, 


Moſes had delivered, and that in a different manner from that in 
which the decalogue was given. The woman of Samaria plain- 
ly acknowledged that ſhe expected a plain revelation of the di- 
vine will on = appearance of the Meſſiah. It appears alſo from 
this verſe, that God acknowledgeth the words to be his own which 
the Meſſiah ſhould ſpeak, as Chriſt himſelf alſo ſayeth, My dec- 
trine is not mine But his that ſent me, John vii. 16; and whereas 
prophets uſed to ſhew figns and wonders, Deut. xiii. 1, 2. Altho' 
Chriſt did many ſuch ſigns, Acts ii. 22. yet they are not here men- 
tioned, becauſe the word and the goſpel of Chriſt is the power of 
God unto ſalvation, Rom. i. 16. And Chriſt's name is called the 
Mord of God, Rev. xix. 13. And the word (rather than wonder) 
was that which the ancient Jews expected by the Meſſiah, as 
their later writers do witneſs. See Maim. treatiſe on Kings xi. 3. 
However, when the true Chriſt was come, that wicked and adul- 
terous generation ſought after a ſign, Mat. xvi. 14. Although he 
did many miracles before them, yet they believed not in him, 
John xii. 37. He came in his Father's name, and they received 
him not; another, as Ben Coziba, came in his own name, and 
him they received. Vid, Ainſworth in locum. 
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; 4 faith this prophet of the Meſſiah, Ixi. 


2. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
* me, becauſe the Lord hath-anointed me 
« to preach glad tidings unto the meek; 
«© he has ſent me to bind up the broken 


40 hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
ce tives, and the opening of the priſon to 


e them that are bound; and to proclaim 
% the acceptable year of the Lord,” Or. 
Which words the Jews themſelves apply 
to the Meſſiah, Luke iv. 1822. And 
„ when Jeſus began to ſay unto them, 
„this day is this ſcripture fulfilled in your 


ears; and all bare him witneſs, and wonder- 
« ed at the gracious. words which proceeded out 


4 


A 


of hit mouth (f). He was not only to 


- Publiſh this to the Jews, but alſo to the 
Gentiles, If. xlii. 1, 4, 14. I have put 
my Spirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth 


« judgment to the Gentiles;“ and again, 
The ifles ſhall wait for his law.” See 
alſo If. xlv. 22. Look unto me all ye 


ends of the earth, and be ye ſaved.” 
The prophet Haggai ſeems plainly to have 
had in his eye this very prophecy of Mo- 


ſes, chap. ii. 7. * According to the word 
that I covenanted with you when ye 
| | © Came 


(f) Then was literally accompliſhed what was propheſied of 


the Meſſiah, Pſ. xlv. 2. Thou art fairer than the children of men; 


grace is poured into thy lips, therefore God hath bleſſed thee for ever. 
Which words Kimchi thus interprets of the Mefliah : “When 
** thou ſpeakeſt, thy words are ſo gracious, that grace ſeems as 
it were to have been poured into thy lips,” 
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* 1 
© came out of Egypt, ſo my Spirit remain» 
«6 Wh among you: fear ye not. For thus 


«faith the Lord of Hoſts; Vet once, it is a 
<4 little while, I will ſhake the heavens 


'N 


and the earth, the ſea and the dry land; 


46 


-and I will ſhake all nations, and the de- 


: * 


-« fire of all nations ſhall come, and I will 
ce 


* 


fill this houſe with my glory, _—_ the 
.Lord of Hoſts? F 2 
Tu vs we have ſhewn as 2 1 are ma- 


K 


7 


1 ny things in the text which plainly point 
out one eminent prophet, which, if com- 


pared with Jeſus Chriſt, were exactly ac- 
compliſhed in him, and. can be applied 
to none elſe; for firſt, the word prophet 
is expreſſed in the ſingular number; = 
Lord thy God ſhall raiſe up unto thee 


Prophet; and, if we attend to the — 
and emphaſis of the phraſe, it intimates 


plainly the raiſing up of a certain it- 
luſtrious prophet at a fixed time, rather 
than a conſtant ſucceſſion of prophets. 
Moſes expreſsly adds, /ike unto me, that 
is, in the principal part of his character, 
one who ſhould not only be a prophet but 
alfo a legiſlator; for whatſoever prophet 
was not a legiſlator was far inferior to Mo- 
ſes. But, from the time of Moſes, to the 


days of our Saviour, there was no prophet 


who had the ſame authority as Moles had, 


for the ſucceeding prophets were only in- 
terpreters 


TV 1% * 


* 


terpreters of the Moſaic law, they only ex- 
horted the people to obey the law of Mo; 
ſes; reproved the tranſgreſſors of it; and, 
by foretelling puniſhments to be inflicted 
upon them -by God, awakened them to 
return to the obedience of this law: which 
plainly appears from the whole writings of 
the prophets, even to Malachi the laſt of 
them, Mal. iv. 4. Remember ye the law 
«© of Moſes my ſervant, which I command- 


„ ed unto him in Horeb, for all Iſrael, 
_ © with the ſtatutes and judgments.” Jeſus 
appeared in the world at that period when 


the Jewiſh nation had the higheſt expec- 
tation of the coming of their Meſſiah. Yea 
at that time, which correſponded exactly 
to the prediction of the prophet Daniel, 
chap. ix. 24. who foretold, that 500 
years after the publiſhing the edict for re- 
building the city Jeruſalem, the Meſhah 
ſhould appear. But now 2000 years are 
elapſed; nor has ſuch a Meſſiah appeared 
as the Jews looked for; nor can they name 
any one perſon to whom this prophecy 1s 
applicable: But it is ſo applicable to Jeſus 
of Nazareth that one Nehumias, accord- 
ing to Grotius, or rather Nechonias(g), 
a Hebrew Rabbi, who lived about 350 

C years 


(g) Grotius cites this place from the T almud, in the tract. de 


Synedrio, and ſometimes he thinks he read it in one Abenada's 


commentary upon Daniel; but there is a conſiderable difficulty 
that occurs; as that Hebrew Doctor's commentary upon Daniel 
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% numerans :* but Borellius doth not ſupport this remar 


1 48 1 


years before the coming of - Jeſus, had 


publicly declared, that the time of the co- 
ming of the Meſſiah could not be pro- 


tracted above 50 years. mT 


Tur, at the time of our Saviour's ap- 


pearance in the world, there was not only 
a a general 


Is not to be found. Grotius refers alſo for the truth of this teſti- 
mony of Nehumias to Hugh Brughton's commentary upon the 
book of Daniel. John Borellius who tranſlated this commen- 
tary from the Engliſh to the Latin, at Bafil 1599, in his de- 
dication of this tranſlation, hath theſe remarkable words: Hoc 
te etiam niveo, lapillo fignandum venit, quod R. Nehu- 
% mias Chriſtum ab eo tempore, in quo ipſe loquebatur, poſt 
«© Fo annos naſciturum aſſeruit, ab fine ſeptimanarum dee, e 
able 
confeſſion by proper authority and teſtimony. The learned 
Reimmannus Introduct. hiſtor. in Theol. Jud. p. 358. and Theo- 
dorus Haſzus, Biblioth. hiſtor. Theol. Brem. eſaſſ. v. faſ. iii. 
P- 561. and the learned Wolfius are of opinion, that the perſon 
pointed at by Grotius was not Nehumias,* but Rabbi Nechonias, 
the ſon of Hakkana, whom the Jews acknowledge to have lived 
40 years before the coming of Chriſt. He wrote a letter to 
his ſon Hakkana, whom he hoped would live ſo long as to 
ſee his appearance, in order to inform him concerning the myſte- 
ries of the Meſhah. The learned Haſzus endeavours to point 
out the book in which, perhaps, theſe remarkable words of Ne- 
chonias or Nehumias may be found, to this purpoſe ; Si guid ille 
aliguid hujus habet, ſuſpicor, id fieri in ejus epiſtola ſecretorum NN 
FY zam Paulus de Heredia Arragonenfis, ex Fudæo Chriſtianus, 
una cum ej uſdem ep:/tola pro adventu Maqiæ latine cum ſcholiis edidit, 
teſte Nicol. Antonio, tom. 2. Bib. Hiſp. p. 216. which conjecture of 
Haſzus is approved of by the learned Wolfius, in his Biblioth. 
Heb. vol. iii. p. 824. It ſeems probable, according to the opi - 
nion of theſe "plies, men, that Grotius had from Galatinus 
what he hath ſaid of this matter. See Galat. lib. 1. de Arcanis 
cathol. verit. ch. iii. See alſo Jacob Middendorp, book ii. de 
academ. p. 210, IS ES. | 
The celebrated Jewiſh Rabbies, Solomon Jarchi, Rabbi Joſe, | 
cited by Abeneſdra, and Saadias upon Dan. vii 13. agree, that 
by the Sor of Man in Daniel is meant the Mefſiah. Alſo Rabbi 
Joſe, who ſaw the deſtruction of the temple, declared that the 
time of the appearance of the Meſſiah had come, as R. Jacob 
teſtifies in Caphtor. fol. 6. e. a. G. p. 436, 337. See Grotius 
de veritat. relig. Chriſt. ex edit. Koccheri Haleae. Magdeburg. 


1734. P. 32 9. and 417. 
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. ay 1 


a general expectation of a prophet, but 


particularly of thar prophet ſpoken. of by 


Moſes, appears from John i. 21. Art 


© thou that prophet?” and vi. 14. They 
« ſaid; This is truly that prophet who 
«© ſhould come into the world.“ Theſe 
Scriptures, without doubt, mean the Mef- 
ſiah, of whom Moſes was a type, as it is e- 


vident no great prophet appeared ſince 
the days of Malachi before Chriſt, except- 


ing John, who is ſaid to have come in the 


ſpirit and power of Elias; and whom the 
Jews themſelves diſtinguiſhed from that 
prophet promiſed by Moſes, as we may 

reaſonably infer from the words of Philip 


to Nathaniel, We have found him of 
5 whom Moſes in the law, and the pro- 
phets did write, Jeſus of Nazareth the 


a ſon of Joſeph.” Under the Maceabees 


and Herod, we read of no prophet ; but, at 


the ſame time, we find a paſſage very ex- 


preſſive of the general expectation of this 


prophet whom Moſes had foretold; where 


the Jews and prieſts agreed that Simon 
ſhould be their governor and high prieſt 
for ever, until the faithful ig: did a- 
riſe, 1 Macab. xiv. 41. 

THERE is no doubt; but the ancient 
Jews acknowledged this text to be parti- 


cularly applicable to the Meſſiah, ſince St. 


Peter, who; according to the manner of 
| the 
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the apoſtles; reaſons with the Jews upon 
received principles, applieth theſe words 
to Jeſus of Nazareth: For Moſes truly 
'«« {aid unto the fathers, A prophet ſhall the 


* 


Lord your God raiſe up unto. you from 


«© your brethren, like unto me; him ſhall 
ye hear in all things whatſoever he ſhall 
* fay unto you: And it ſhall come to paſs 
that every ſoul that will not hear that 
-<«« prophet ſhall be deſtroyed from among 
„ the people,” Acts iii. 22. The holy 


martyr Stephen applieth this text in the 


ſame manner, and reaſoneth upon the 
ſame principles, when he ſaith, This is 
that Moſes which ſaid unto the children 


„ of Iſrael, A prophet ſhall the Lord your 


God raiſe up unto you, from your 
<< brethren, like unto me, him ſhall ye 
es hear.” Acts iii. 22. | 

II. I ſhall ſhew that the deſcription 


-here given exactly correſponds to Jeſus of 


"Nazareth; and that he reſembled Moſes 


in more reſpects than any other prophet 


ever did. 

ITRE likenefs of jeſus to Moſes is indeed 
1 great, and the reſemblance ſo {triking, 
there is ſuch a ſtrange coincidence of cir- 
cumitances, fo ſimilar in both, that he who 


runs may reac. 
| Trex firſt remarkable circumſtance of 


likeneſs was, that as Moles was born at 


that 


825 


hos, 


—— 


[ 2 ] 


that very time, when Pharaoh had formed 
a deſign of cutting of all the infant He- 
brew males, ſollicited to this, as Joſephus 
tells us, by one of his ſecretaries, upon a 
report that a child ſhould be born who, if 
preſerved alive, ſhould humble the power 
of the * and exalt that of the 
Iſraelites (): So, upon the like jea- 
louſy, occaſioned by more than public 
fame, in authentic account, that about 
the latter end of Herod's reign, there 
ſhould ariſe a {tar in Jacob, a true King 
of the Jews, the bloody tyrant Herod cau- 
ſes all the males of Judah and Benjamin, 
about Bethlehem, which were under two 
years, to be cruelly murdered. Yet he left 
the true King of the Jews, the offspring of 
Jeſſe, unhurt and untouched. As Moſes 
fled from his country to eſcape the wrath 
of Pharaoh: So Chriſt, upon his parents be- 
ing warned of God, was carried into E- 
gypt. As God appeared to Moſes in Mi- 
dian, and commanded him to return into 
Egypt; for, adds he, all the men are dead 
who ſought thy life”, Exod. iv. 19. So the 
angel of the Lord ſaid unto Joſeph, almoſt 
in the ſame words, Ariſe, take the young 
child 
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child, 24 go into the land of Iſrael : for 
they are dead who ſought the young child's 
life“, Matth. ii. 20. As Moles choſe rather 
to ſuffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's 
daughter: So Chriſt refuſed to be made a 
King, when the multitude would have ta- 


ken him by force; and choſe rather to ſuf- 


fer the ignomiuious death of the croſs to 
fave a guilty world. It is recorded of Mo- 
ſes that he was of a mild and gentle diſ- 


poſition, and not eaſily moved to anger 
by the repeated provocations and great 


ſtupidity of the Iſraelites, Exod. xxii. 3. 


So allo of Jeſus Chriſt, * That he was meek 


and lowly in heart, that he did not break 
the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoking 
flax; and that he endured the contradic- 
tion of ſinners”, Heb. xii: 3+ But to paſs 
over a variety of other inſtances, in which 
there was the greateſt likeneſs between 
Moles and Jeſus; we ſhall confine onrſelves 
at preſent to ſhew his reſemblance to Mo- 
ſes in the character of a Prophet, Legiſſa- 
tor, Saviour, and Mediator. 

1. Jesvs Chriſt reſembled Moſes as a 
prophet. | 

We are informed from the context, that 


when the people heard the voice of God 


at Horeb, they were terrified with the 


light of the great fire upon the mountain, 
and, 5 


| f a8 ] 
and, upon that occaſion, that they might 
hear the voice of God no more, earneſtly 
intreated that Moſes might henceforth 
ſpeak to them the words of God; and pro- 
miſed that they would obey with as much 
readineſs, as if they heard God pronounce 
them, Exod. xx. 19. The terror and con- 
ſternation which they felt and expreſſed 
on this occaſion, plainly ſhew that the Son 
of God could not appear among them in 
his native and eſſential glory, without fil; 
ling them with conſternation ; as appear» 
ed afterwards in his transfiguration upon 
mount Tabor. It was neceſſary therefore 
that he ſhould be a partaker of fleſh and 
blood, to prevent that terror which the ap- 
pearance in his own native glory would 
neceſſarily produce: wherefore he came 
in the faſhion of a man. And, at Horeb, 
where the people declared that they could 
not bear the voice of God, it is intimated, 
that God would raiſe up unto them a pro- 
phet from among their brethren, like un- 
to Moſes. Jelus was thus a prophet raiſed 
up to the Jews, from among their brethren; 
in his behaviour and conduct he eviden- 
ced as great ſteadineſs and integrity, as 
much prudence and good temper, as ever 
Moſes did. He diſcovered, by the whole te- 
nor of his actions, that he was no impoſtor; 
as well as by all his diſcourſes, that he was 
No 
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no ahthunfaſt; and therefore,: as he him- 


ſelf argues, ſohn viii. 14. ought to have 


been received, when he ſaid he came from 
God, upon his own teſtimony ; much more 


when this was ſtrengthened by the many 


wonderful works, which he ſhewed from 


the Father (i). His reſemblance to Moſes 


here has a ſpecial regard to that privilege 


conferred on Moſes of ſeeing God face to 


face; which is plain from the text in Deut. 


XXXiv. To. This likeneſs unto Moſes is 
expounded by God, ſaying, I will put my 
words in his moutb, which imports ſomething 
more than ſpeaking to him in viſions and 


in dreams: And that the likenefs to Moſes 


was underſtood to conſiſt in this immediate 
communication with God, is moſt evident 
from the laſt verſe of this book, where it is 


ſaid, „And there aroſe not a prophet ſince in Iſ 


« rael whom the Lord knew face to face, in all 
«& rhe ſr, 'gns which the Lord ſeut him to do 


« 3n 


(i) And as Moſes declares that he did not work miracles from 
the mere impulſe of his own mind ; as he expretles himſelf, 
9 N I quod non proprio auſu, Seilicet animi motu, haec 
Fecerim ; for J have not done them of mine own mind”, Num. 
xvi. 28 See alſo this manner of ſpeaking illuſtrated in Num. xxiv: 
13. Neh. vi. 8. So Jeſus Chriſt declares of himſelf; for I can 


af mine own ſelf, ex an wavre, do nothing; as 1 hear I judge, 


and my judgment is juſt; becauſe I ſeek not mine own will, but 
the will of the Father which hath ſent me“, John v. 30. And as 
Moles ſpoke the words which God commanded him to ſpeak 
unto the people, ſo Jeſus Chrift declares of himſelf, I do 
«© nothing of myſelt ; but as the Father hath taught me, I ſpeak 
„ theſe things,” John vin. 28. And again he ſayeth, I] have 
«© not ſpoken of myſelf, but the Father which hath ſent me he 
gave me a commandment what I ſhould ſay, and what L 
„ izouid ſpeak,” 4 xii. 49. 


| „ 
1 } 


„ the" land of Eg And Jeſus not 
dilly is Teſehibled but excelled Motes in this 
reſp 2 for as Moſes eèxcelled all the pro- 

hits 1 in God's ſpeaking to him mouth to 
mouth, ſo Chriſt excelled: Moſes in being 


* 


in the boſom of the Father. This prophet 


had immediate communication with the 


Deity, and God ſpake to him face to face 
as he did to Moſes, I will raiſe them up a 
« prophet, ſaith God; and the people glorified 
% God, ſaying, that a great prophet is riſen a- 
% mong us,” Luke vii. 16. * I will pur my 
&« words in his mouth, ſaith God; ” and our Sa- 
viour ſaith, * I have given unto them the words 
& *wwhich thou gaveſt me”, John xvii. 8. John 
xii. 49, 50. © No man hath ſeen God at 
* any time, the only begotten Son which 
« is in the boſom of the Father he hath 
declared him,” John iii. 12. 
Tu E eminence of Jeſus's prophetic cha- 
racter is diſtinguiſhed in the ſeveral parts of 
it; he revealed the myſteries which were hid 
from ages, Rom. xvi. 25. and which he had 
learned in the boſom of the Father, John 
i. 11. iii. 32. viii. 38, 40. He taught in- 
wardly and efficaciouſly by his spirit, and 
opened the underſtandings of his diſciples 
to underſtand the Scriptures, Luke xxiv. 
40. and he propheſied not by any foreign 
inſpiration, but from the fulneſs of the 
Godhead dwelling in himſelf. He knew 
„ all 
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excellent and perfect, and has given us 


Tl 


all future events, and all other prophets 
were inſpired by his Spirit, according ta, 
the teſtimony of St Peter, 1 Pet. 1 i. 11. 
And whereas the law of nature was much 


obliterated and weakened by the fall of 


man, and former revelations were more 


general, and the laws of God were expreſs- 


ed in more general terms, and perverted- 


from their genuine meaning, by the falſe. 
gloſſes and conſtructions of the Jewiſh. 
teachers, this great prophet has ſet- in a 
clear light what was ſparingly mentioned- 
and imperfectly revealed before. He has. 
repreſented God to the world. in the glory. 
of his nature and the ſpirituality of his 
worſhip. This prophet has reſcued the 
divine law from the corrupt. mixtures of 


men, and repreſented it in a true light: 


He has explained the ſpiritual meaning and 


true extent of every particular precept, as 


reaching the heart and thoughts, laying. 
reſtraints upon the natural appetites and 
paſſions, and chietly inſiſting upon inward 


purity of ſoul. 


Hz has given a more clear and diſtinct 


repreſentation of the way and manner of | 


a ſinner's juſtification from guilt, and re- 
conciliation with God, as procured by his. 
blood, and applied by faith. He has ren- 
dered. the Chriſtian inſtitution the moſt 


the 


8 LY 


„ 3 
the moſt TIN and diſtin rule For 
life and manners that ever was known in 
the world. This propher has revealed the 
will of God concerning a future ſtate, and 
the happineſs of heaven, in the cleareſt 
manner; ſo that life and immortality are 
faid to be brought to light by the goipel: 
We have more expreſs aſſurances of a fu- 
ture ſtate, and a more particular account 
of it. In the revelation made by him it is 
repreſented as eternal life, and many manſions 
in bis Father's houſe; as a prepared and evere 
laſting kingdom ; a reſt remaining for the people 
of ( Cod; an inheritance incorruptible: And this 
is made the great comprehenſive promiſe 
of the new covenant, This is the promiſe 
which he promiſed even erernal life, 1 John 
. 

AND as Moſes ea his doarine by 
ſhewing them ſigns and wonders in Egypt, 
and in the red ſea, and in the wilderneſs 
forty years, Acts vii. 36. ; ſo Chriſt confirm- 
ed his doctrine by his miracles, and gave 
many infallible proofs of the divine power 
and preſence, If we conſider the miracles 
performed by Chriſt, either with reſpect to 
their number or excellency, they are not 
inferior to theſe F by Moles (0; 
yea 


| (4) As we cannot conceive of higher marks and evidences of 
the divine miſſion of a propher, than his being poſſeſſed of power 
to work * z it is * that according to the tenor of 
the 
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yea er exceed them in as for as Jeſus 
performed them by his own inherent power, 


and others wrought miracles in his name, 
and by a power derived from him. Thus 
Jeſus appears evidently not only equal but 
even ſo much age to Moles : as aſon to 
a ſervant (). 
AN as Moſes propheſied « concerning 


the future ſtate of the Jewiſh nation, ſo 
this prophet foretold the future , ſtate of 
the Jews, and the deſtruction of their tem- 
ple and city, forty years before it came to 
pals; ; and he aſſured them that that gene- 


ration ſhould not pals away until all theſe 
a things 


the law of Moſes, Chriſt mould have been 3 by the 
. nation as a prophet ſent from God. To pretend that Je- 

us Chriſt wrought miracles by magical arts, is abſurd, and may 
be eaſily refuted by this conſideration, that none of the Jewiſh ru- 
lers, and members of the Sanhedrim, who ſaw Chriſt perform mi- 
racles with their own eyes, and who were by no means ignorant 
how far the power of magic could go, never once charged him 
with having wrought his miracles in this manner, John iii. 2. 
Acts i. It. That the miracles of Chriſt were not performed by 


2 go 


any diabglica! art, is evident from this confideration, that Chriſt 


perſormedꝭ luis miracles in confirmation of a doarine which was 
deſtructive of the kingdom of the devil. 

(1) Whitever'the modern Jews affert, it is evident, that the an- 
cient Jews affirmed that the Meſſiah ſhould be a prophet not only 


equal but ſuperior to Moſes, Maimonides, in his treatiſe called 


Teſchuba, cap” ix near the end, fays * That the King who ſhall 
© be of the feed of David hill be endued with wiſdom, ſuperior 
*« to that of Solomon, YYAVFDS NP RM SINN $0231 
« and he fhall be a great prophet next to Moſes our maſter ; and 


« therefore, he hall teach all people, and inſtruct them in the 


« wiy of the Lord, and all nations ſhall come to hear him.” 
Yea the ancie Fg acknowledged him to be ſuperior to Moſes, 


S : 
2 1 IS 'al be 2 ed — he 2 >4 


bove M:ſ:s, and he fhall be higher than the angels of the miniſtry, 
See Jalkat! from Tanchuma upon Iſaiah Iii. 13. 


1” | 


wy 'S —_ Ne pron 


5 c 29 3: 


chings ſhould be fulfilled, Marth:.: iy, 24 


4. Luke xXIi. 6. That their houſe mo 
de 23 unto them deſolate; yea Jeſus hath 
foretold and delineated the fate and ſtate 


of the Chriſtian church to the end of time, 


in his prophecies, n bee Iv, +:agd 


xxv. Revelat, chap. i. 


FA Sa 


1 ſpirit — unto him, Pg per- 


| fectly has foretold the ſtate of the Jewiſh 


nation, from the time of the law to the 
time of the Meſſiah, that the greateſt pro- 
phets ſeem to have been but his ſcholars. 
From a participation of the fulneſs that 


was in Chriſt, hath that diſciple whom Je- 


ſus loved far exceeded Moſes, as well in 
the extent, weight, and. variety of matters 
foretold, as in the determinate manner of 
foretelling them. Whoever ſeriouſly reads 
the book of Deuteronomy, and that of the 
Revelation of St John, and compares the 
firſt with the known miſery of the Jews, 
and the other with the hiſtory of the 
world, he will plainly ſee that the book of 
Deuteronomy ſhews Moſes to have been 
the father of the prophets; and the book 
of Revelation ſhews that Chriſt, from 
whoſe fulneſs John had that extraordinary 
mealure of the Spirit, was the fountain of 
prophecies ; for the ſpirit of prophecy is 
the he of Jeſus, and, in a glorious 

manner, 
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nfirms his divine miſſion to all 


that know and duly eonſider the *ircnm- 
ſtances of i it, Rev. xix. 10 ( ils: af ok © 


Ix fine, if we inquire alter hiltopical 
evidence with reſpect to the accompliſſi- 
ment of this prophecy, we ſhall find that 
it did moſt punctually agree to the charac- 
ter of our bleſſed Saviour, and not to any 
other prophet either before or after him. 
All the prophets of the Old Teſtament faw 


, 1 viſions, 


10 Daniel deſcribing the * of the Meſſiah, and the bleſ⸗ 


fings flowing from him, among others, enumerates this as one, 


Pan. ix. 24. N {NN DANN to ſeal up the wiſion and the 


prophecy. The word COIN prope ly ſignifies obfignavit, 
figillavit, to ſeal up: Hence it ſignißes that a thing was fulfilled 
and compleated. The Scholiaff upon Haririus obferveth that 


ll $45 Yens rei crjuſsuam ob/egnatorium fue attio obig 
mans pro extreme. Vid, Har. conceſ. i p. 8. Thus alſo Mohammed 
calls himſelf , , * = Jgillum propbetarum; the ſeal of 


the prophets. "Gelalladinus, a 4 commentator upon the Coran, 
fays of Mohammed upon this paſſage, © Hence he is called the 
c ſeal of the prophets, becauſe all the prophets were ſealed by 
« him; {for it is ſaid here that God knoweth every thing belong- 


* ing to Mohammed) ; ; indeed becauſe there was to be no prophet 


« after him,” And Bartolocius ſays upon Dan. ix. 24. etiad ſi- 


gillandum viſionem et prophetam. Sigillare aut fgnare ſignifi- 


cat rem jam eſſe ad finitam et completam ; per adventum Chriſt; 
in mundum finitae et completae ſunt omnes prophetiae, Vul- 
gata clarius reddidit, et impleatur wifio et prepheria. Haec igitur 
Danielis viſio et reliquae prophetarum prophetiae impletae ſant i in 
adventu Chriſti Domini; ita ut poſt Chriſtum nullae aliae prophe- 
tiae neceſſariae ſunt de Chriſto, qui ipſe fuit fignaculum omnium 
prophetarum, ut dicit Tertul. in lib. contra Judacos. Vid. Bar, 
toloc. Bibliothec. Rabin. vol. 2. p. 318. This viſion of Daniel's, 
and the prophecies of the other prophets, were fulfilled upon the 
coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that after his coming no o- 
ther prophecies concerning Chriſt were neceſſary, becauſe ha 
was, as Tertul. calls him in his book againſt the Jews, /jgnacu1 
lum omnium e ant the ſeal of all the prophets. 
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viſions, and dreamed 50 all the pro- 
phets in the New were in the ſame ſtate. 
St Peter and St John had viſions; the a- 
er Paul had--viſions and dreams; but 


jeſus Chriſt himſelf neither ſaw a viſion, 


nor dreamed a dream, but: had intimate 
and. immediate. communication with the 
F ather. He was in the Father's boſom; he 
and no man elſe had ſeen the Father, and 


the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt bddily 


in him. Moſes and Chriſt are the only 
two in all the ſacred hiſtory who had this 
communication with God; the likeneſs to 
Moſes. is ſaid directly to conſiſt j in this, of 
ſeeing God face to face. 

2. IEsus Chriſt reſembled. Moſes as 2 
lawgiver. For theſe words, a prophet like 
unto me, imply that he ſhould be a law- 
giver ; not ſimply a prophet, but a pro- 


Phet like unto Moles, that is, a ſecond law- 


giver, as Euſebius expreſſes it. 

Moss was the great Jewiſh lawgiver; 
he delivered to the Jews a ſyſtem of laws 
which far excelled the laws of all the na- 
tions around them; 1o that the moſt emi- 
nent legiſlators of antiquity ſeem to have 
borrowed many of their moſt excellent 
laws from him. 


THAT the Meſſiah was to > tis like Moſes 


in his legiſlative capacity will appear by 


conſidering well the occaſion of theſe 
words, 


: > 
+ 
i 


t 
words, I wilt pur my words into his molih, and 
be ſhall ſpeak ull that E ſhall command him. No 
prophet after Moſes! was ſent with ſuch a 
commiſſion during the time of the law; 
and yet the prophet here foretold was e- 
vidently to reſemble Moſes in this particu- 
lar: He war ro ſpeab all thut God © commanded 
bim; and whoever hearkened not to him 


. 


was to be deſtroy et. 
Mos Es had no greater authority than 
this, nor can any words deſcribe great- 
er (a): A common prophetical commiſſion 
u) The Jews alledge, that Chriſt our Saviour cannot be here 
intended, becauſe, neither according to us, nor according to the 
Jews, was he like unto Moſes: Not according to us, becauſe we 
lieve him to be God; but Moſes was a mere man: Not ac- 
cording to the Jews, who firmly maintain that there never was 
afterwards a prophet like unto Moſes : So it is abſurd that a leſs 
ſhould abrogate the ordinances of a greater. See Lipmannus. 
In anſwer to this objection we affirm, that this prophecy is to 
be applied to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who reſembled Moſes in his 
exact knowledge of divine things, in familiarity with God, in 
miracles, and in every pre-eminence in which Moſes excelled all 
the other prophets. He was of their brethren; and ſpake ſuch 
| words as God had reſerved to be delivered in the laſt times; 98 
1 whom the Father bare teſtimony from heaven, with an expreſs 
N charge to hearken to him in all things. Nor is it any objection 
that we affirm him to be greater than Moſes; for he that is great- 
er has every thing that is in the leſs, and thus far he is like and 
equal to the leſs. Beſides Moſes did not intend an abſolute e- 
quality between himſelf and that prophet, who was promiſed to 
be given to them; but that, at leaſt, he was not to be leſs than 
himſelf. But the greater he is, the ſtronger is the argument: 
The general aſſertion, that a prophet did not ariſe like unto Mo- 
ſes, is improperly objected; for what is ſaid in time paſt, is not * 
ſaid in prejudice of the future; and, it is ſelf evident, that that 
ſaying does not detract from the excellence of that prophet, whom 
Moſes affirms was, in all reſpe&s, to be equal to himſelf, It is 
alſo improperly urged, that the leſs: cannot abrogate the ordi- 
nances of the greater: For, beſides that the doctrine of the pro” 
+4 „Phet 


* 


L-.i98 


was neceſſarily included in the promiſe of 


a prophet; theſe words lile unto Moſes, are 
not ſuperfluous and inſignificant, but em- 
phatical, and deſignedly ſuperadded, to re- 
move any apprehenſion that a promiſe of 
a prophet like unto Moſes was liable un- 
to; for, as has been obſerved already, 
a promiſe of a prophet like unto Mo- 

E | {es 


phets has not its authority from them, but from God, Chriſt was 


ſo much greater than Moſes, in as much as the ſon is greater than 


the ſcrvant, and the builder greater than the houſe, Heb. iii. 3, 
4. 5. See Witſ. Econom. foed. p. 837. The prophets repre- 
ſent the Meſſiah ſuperior to Moſes; particularly Iſaiah, * For, 
« unto us a child is born, unto us a ſon is given, and the go- 
„ vernment ſhall be upon, his ſhoulder : and his name ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſt- 


«* ing Father, the Prince of Peace, If. 1x. 6, 7. The modern 


Jews indeed, by one of the moſt. forced -interpretations imagi- 


nablc, apply this prophecy to Hezekiah, But the Chaldee pa- 


raphraſe underſtood it of the Meſſiah, although their tranſlation 
of the original is equally forced and indefenſible, rendering it 
thus, And the Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, ſhall call his 
name (viz. the name of the child), rhe Prince of Peace, applying 
only the laſt epithet to the child that was to be born. But this 
interpretation is plainly contrary to the uſe of Scripture in ſuch a 
manner of ſpeaking ; for the word e is placed between the 
name of him who nameth and that of him who is named; fo 
that that name which follows the word 0 is every where at- 
tributed to the perſon named, hut not to him who nameth, And 
ſpe called (SN pr 12 DN) his name Samuel, 1 Sam. i. 20. 
VPTY ' RTP! WR IDW MIN And this is the name 
whereby he ſhall be called, Fehowah our Righteouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. 6. 
The Jews here are obliged to acknowledge, that the Meſliah is 
called here Jehovah our Righteouſneſs, (ſee alſo Gen. iv 25, xvi. 
15. xxi. 3. Ruth iv. 17.), as Rabbi Kimchi, Bechai, and Al- 
ſchech confeſs. The ancient author of the book Rabboth ap- 
plies this paſſage plainly to the Meffiah. See Bereſcith Rabboth 
upon Gen. xli. 44. as alſo from the prologue to Echa Rabboth, 
or a commentary on the Lamentations, it is expressly ſaid, 
NN TIWD PU NW AR IDIN DY OR 
0 "WW AY 1. e Foes Galilei dictum; etiam nomen Meſſiae eff 
Pax, ficut dicitur Pater æternitatis, Princeps pacis. Vid Vitring. in 
locum, et Pug. Fid. part. 3. diſtinR. 3. cap. 14. ſet, 6, 
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ſes was twice repeated, ver. 15. and 18. to 
guard againſt any were of his 
meaning. 

Ar the ſame it is intimated, that not- 
withſtanding this prophet ſhould reſemble 
Moſes in his legiſlative capacity, yet that 
God would not ſpeak to them in that ter- 
rible manner he had done by Moſes on 
mount Sinai. Upon other particular oc- 
caſions, when Moſes was employed by 
God to foretell any particular event, to ad- 
moniſh or reprove them, or to direct their 
conduct in ſome future emergency, they 
received the divine meſſage from the 
mouth of his ſervant Moſes. 

Gor therefore aſſures them, that upon 


the publication of this new law, this pro- 


phet ſhould ſpeak to them in ſuch a way 


and manner, as ſhould not terrify or af- 


frighr them. 

As therefore another legiſlator is pro- 
miſed like unto Moſes; it is juſtly hence 
inferred, that a prophet ſuperior to Moſes 
is promiſed in our text: For Moſes having 
given a law, no other legiſlator could ariſe 
unleſs he gave a law more perfect than 
that of Moſes: For if the law was preciſely 
the ſame, it could not be called a new law, 
but only a revival of the former law. 
Therefore it plainly follows, that whoſo- 


ever brings a new Jaw, mult bring one ſu- 
perior 


L IEP. - 
perior to that of Moſes; for the law war gi-' 
den by Moſes, but grace and truth came by Feſus 
Chriſt. And that this is plainly the caſe is 
evident from Jer. xxxi. 31, 32. Behold 
„ the days come ſaith the Lord, that 
„ I will make a new covenant with the 


«< houſe of Judah, and the houſe of Ifrael; 


not according to the covenant that 1 


% made with their fathers, in the day that 
I took them by the hand to bring them 
« out of the land of Egypt: but this ſhall 
« be the covenant that I will make with the 
„ houſe of Iſrael; After thoſe days, faith 
„the Lord, I will put my law in their 
« inward parts, and write it in their 
« hearts, and I will be their God, and 
* they ſhall be my. people: and they ſhall 
not teach every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother”, Oc. (o). For, as 

| BEND | the 


(o). The NUM /aww or dofrine, is the word of God, which he 
was to put into the mouth of this prophet. "The Jews therefore 
are greatly miſtaken who imagine that this word J fignt- 
fieth nothing elſe but the Moſaic law, ſeeing it evidently ſigni- 
fieth that doctrine by which we are trained up to eternal life, 
which this prophet upon his appearance manifeſted. See Iſaiah 
xlv. 22. Look unto me all ye ends of the earth, and be ye ſa- 
ved.“ That the word 1 ſignifies the doctrine of true reli- 
gion, appears from If. ii. 3, AW BT MMMNNSIVYED 1D 

u For out of Zion ſhall go forth the law. and 
«« the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem.” Here the word J 


evidently ſignifies the doctrine of true religion, called I:kewiſe 


here the word of Fehowah, and means the ſame thing as the word 
DOWD, If. xl1 1. He ſhall bring forth tYDWNH that model, 
plan, or form of doctrine to the Gentiles ;?? that is, that plan 
of ſalvation appointed by God, according to which the Meſſiah 
ſhould judge, namely the goſpel. The learned Michaelis tranſ- 
lates the word De here, Regula five canon judicii divini, doc- 


trinæ 


7 
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the apoſtle argueth, if that firſt covenant had. 
been faultleſs, there ſhould no place have 
been fought for a ſecond, Heb. viii. 7, 8, 


and 13. Stephen alſo, by citing this paſ- 


ſage, Acts vii. 37. juſtly proves, that the 
doctrine of Jeſus ſhould aboliſh the exter- 


nal rites of the Moſaic law; and that, by 


means of it, a ſpiritual worſhip ſhould be 


introduced. 


4 _ Jesvs 
trinæ evangelicæ, gue eſt norma judicii Ariſti cui pater judicium tra- 


didit It is ſaid in ver. 5. that he ſhall not fail or be diſcouraged 


till he ſe: Ded this plan or model of doctrine in the earth: 
And the next clauſe of the verſe plainly ſnows, that this word 
des fignifes the ſame thipg with the word NT?) , for it is 
added, YN DB YR WIN) 4nd the iſſes ſoall wait eagerly and 
earneſtly for his law. This appears further from ver. 3. NN 
Ded bed He ſhall bring forth a model or plan of reli- 
« gion according to truth ;” that is, ſuch a plan as men ſhould be 
convinced in their conſciences was agreeable to truth. The doc- 
trine of the Meſſiah is called truth, as being wholly ſpiritual, and 
is oppoſed to that which is ceremonial ; Hence it is ſaid, That 
« the law was given by Moſes, but grace and truth came by je- 
& ſus Chriſt”, John i. 17. And it is called * ofo5 Tv Orv the 


| away of God in trutb; which plainly appears to ſignify the ſame 


thing as the Hebrew word Y the dofrine, or model of reli - 
gion; and which is called alſo by the Evangeliſt xperc, the doctrine 
or law of the goſpel, as Procopius alſo obſerveth. And thus the 
Evangeliſt ſheweth us the meaning of the prophet in theſe words, 
lic v, unto victory; intimating, that the Meſſiah's doctrine 
ſhould triumph by its demonſtrative evidence. The difficulty 
which ariſeth from the citation of the prophet by Matth. xii. 20. 
ioc av eCany mug vos Thy xpror, until he bring forth judgment (the 
law or doctrine of the goſpel) unto victory, may be eaſily obviated, 
if we conſider, that the Evangeliſt, in the words now cited, com- 
prehends the meaning of theſe two clauſes in the prophet, viz. 
that in verſe 3. and he ſhall bring forth judgment unto truth; and 
that alſo in verſe 4. til he hath jet judgment in the earth. As the 
intermediate part of this laſt verſe was not ſo much for his preſent 
purpoſe, the Evangeliſt giveth us the ſenſe and meaning of the 
prophet, rather than the preciſe words; which way of citation 
the ſacred writers, yea and writers of every kind, do uſe in a va- 


riety 
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Jesvs Chriſt, the legiſlator of the Chris *=: 


ſtian religion, did not aboliſh any moral 
truth delivered by Moſes or the prophets, 
as he himſelf expreſsly declares, I came 
not to deſtroy the law and the prophets? 
but, at the ſame time, he did viſibly, and 
in a manner obvious to common ſenſe, 


greatly improve and perfect the law given 


by 
riety of inſtanees: So that we are not to be ſurpriſed that the a 
cient Jews and Talmudiſts cited paſſages in the ſame manner. 
See the learned and judicious Vitringa upon this place. | 

Some of the Jewiſh interpreters acknowledge, that the word 
UDIWH ſignifies the ſame thing with Nm; and that it hath» 
this ſignification appears from 2 Kings xvii. 27. The nations 
aohich thou haſt removed and placed in the cities of Samariag 
know not (WDWN N) the model or form of worſhip of the God of the 
land. See alſo Exod. xv. 25. There he made for them a ſtatute | 
D J. and an ordinance, a model, form, or rule of religion. 

ence the ſtatutes or rules of * are called in the Pſalms, 
TD PE. xix. 9. The ordinances of the Lord are true. See 
alſo Pſ. xxv. g. The meek will he guide in judgment, DDA in 
the doctrine of religion. See Gen. xviii. 19. Levit. v. 11. Deut. 
iv. 45. Pi. cxix. 7, 13, 20, 43, et paſlim. 

Therefore the 71 /aw, word of Jebowab, and the 999 
ſignify that model or form of doctrine of the Meſſiah called in the 
New Teſtament the w ⁴ d of God, Acts vi. 7. allo the word of grace, 
Chap. xiv, 23. and the aword of reconciliation, 2 Cor. v. 1 as alſo 
the law of faith, Rom. iii. 27. The Scripture not only inſiſts, 
that the Meſſiah was to introduce a new form or model of doc- 
trine, but the Hebrew Doctors acknowledge it;, for Jonathan 
thus paraphraſes upon If. xii. 5, NVA NM IDN 2PM 
STPITY 92D, et accipietis doctrinam novam cum gaudio ab 
lets Jufloram. *©* And you ſhall receive a new doctrine from 
the choſen from among the juſt.” Kimchi gives a remarkable 
reaſon why the paraphraſt called this doQrine new, becauſe, adds 
he, © really that doctrine will be new; and then they ſhall learn 
„the knowledge of the Lord in ſuch a manner, as none ever 
© learned before that time.“ : 

The author of the book de Fundamentis, lib. iii. cap. 19. ex 
Midraſh, „Ecce, inquit, explicatum eſt tibi cenſere doctores 
noſtros felicis memoriae omnes Iſraelitas poſthac accepturos 
% doctrinam alteram, ut prius ex ore Dei benedicti fine ullo inter- 


„ medio,” Vid. Voiſin. Theolog. Jud. p. 241. et 242. 
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Moſes, vindicating and purging'it from 


A great many falſe gloſſes put upon it by 


the ſeribes and phariſees : He indeed abro- 
gated the rites and ceremonies, and ſub- 
ſtituted in their place the ſimple yet ſigni- 
ficant inſtitutions of baptiſm and the Lord's 

ſupper. For God put words in his mouth, 

and he ſpake unto them all that God com- 
manded him; and it happened unto them 
who would not hearken unto him as God 
had threatened, ſaying, He who will nos 
hearken to my words which he will ſpeak in my 


* 
48 — 


name, I will require it of him. For that ge- 
neration who rejected him ſuffered in the 
molt lamentable and unheard of manner ; 
and their poſterity, who {till continue to 
reject him, ſtill live under the curſe; 
and, foraſmuch as they required a ſign 
from him, as the propheey preicribed, to 
fatisfy them that the Lord had ſpoken by 


him, he gave them a ſign, a moſt aſtoniſh- 


ing ſign, ſuch as no prophet ever gave; 
and yet that ſign, unuſual as it was, and 
unlikely to come to pals, was exactly ac- 
compliſhed. 
IN fine, this Legiſlator died in conſirma- 
tion of his doctrine; and, as a farther 


proof of his divine miſſion, rofe from the 


dead before his fleſh ſaw corruption, Pal. 
xvi. 10. and, being raiſed from the dead, he 


aſcended into heaven, and ſits at the right 


hand 


T 39 ] * 1 
hand of God the Father; and was made 
not only a King, but a prieſt for ever after 
the order of Melchizedeck, Pſ. cx. And, 
aſter his aſcenſion into heaven, fro 
he poured out his Spirit upon the apoſtle: 
on the day of Pentecoſt; and, bythe laying 
on of their hands, the gifts of the Hlaly 
Spirit were communicated, not only«to the 
Jews but alſo to the Gentiles, according; 3 
ancient prophecy, Jo. ii. 28. And atlengt 
this divine Lawgiver, by his apoſtles af 
miniſters, defended his goſpel againſt the 
moſt violent oppoſers and perſecutors both 
of the Jews and Gentiles, and propagated 
this goſpel through'the whole world, and 
brought all men to the knowledge of the 
worſhip of the true God of Iſrael: So that 
Whereas before his coming the knowledge 
and worſhip of the true God was wholly 
confined ro the land of Judah, in a little 
after the coming of this prophet, and his 
ſufferings and reſurrection, this knowledge 
was ſpread over the earth; and the nations, 
forſaking their ſuperſtition and idols, wor- 
ſhipped the God who made the heavens 
and this earth. And ſuch are the effects 
and conlequences which the prophets fore- 
told, and the Jews expected ſhould hap- 
pen after the coming of the Meſſiah. : 
3. JESUS Chriſt reſembled Moſes as 2 
cetionr and Mediator, 


MosEs 
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Moss having delivered the Jewiſh na- 


tion from Egyptian bondage and ſlavery, 


d.haying ſettled the Jewiſh polity by im- 
1ediate and expreſs: direction from hea- 
ven, conducted. them for forty years thro* 
1 Ie wilderneſs, and protected them from 
their enemies, at length brought them to 


t 1e borders of the A ron land: or 25 
naan. | 


* Irsus Chriſt, n on this eh; deli- 
ered many from the power of evil ſpirits; 
and, by his doctrine and example, reſcued 
mankind from the flavery of ſin and ſa- 


tan, and conducteth his people by his word 


and Spirit through this world, amidſt the 
various ſnares and dangers to which 
they are expoſed from the devil, the world, 
and the fleſh. He protects and defends 
them from the powers of darkneſs, and 
the various enemies which ſurround them 
in this world, and, at length, will introduce 
them to a better country, that is an hea- 


venly. 


As Moſes acted as a Mediator and inter- 
ceſſor for tranſgreſſors between God and 
Iſrael, as in the affair of the golden calf ; 
when Moſes his choſen ſtood before him 
in the breach, to turn away his wrath leſt 


he ſhould deſtroy them, Pl. cvi. 23. Exod. 


xxxii. 11; thus the man Chriſt Jeſus is 
the one Mediator between God and man, 1 Tim, 
* 


* 


LAT 

11. 5. but greater indeed than Moſes, as 
* the Mediator of a better covenant, eſta- 
bliſhed upon better promiſes, Heb. viii.. 6. Mo- 
ſes indeed was not always ſucceſsful in his 
mediation, Num. xx. 12. but Jeſus Chriſt 
was always prevalent ; for the Father heareth 
him always; and he ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion for his people, Heb. vii. 25. And as he 
was a prieſt taken from among men, and 
ordained for men in things pertaining to 
God, ſo he was capable of mediating be- 
tween God and men. And thus, accord- 
ing to ancient prophecy, this great Media- 
tor was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and 
bruiſed for our iniquities, and the chaſtiſement 
of our peace was upon him, If. Iiii. 5. 

Mos Es inſtituted the paſſover, when a 
lamb was to be ſacrificed, none of whoſe 
bones were to be broken, and whoſe blood 
protected the people from deſtruction. 
Chriſt was that paſchal lamb, who was or- 
dained before the foundation of the world 
to redeem us with his own blood, Rev. v. . 

IN fine, as Moles ratified a covenant be- 
tween God and the people, by ſprinkling 
with blood, ſo Chriſt by his own blood. 
Moles deſired to die for the people, and 
prayed that God would forgive them, or 
blot him out of his book ; but Jeſus Chriſt 
did more; he died for ſinners, and re- 
deemed them, not with ſach corruptible 
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thin gs as Mor and gold, but with his own 
precious blood. 5 
A FRUITFUL imagination may find out 


likeneſs where there is none; but, as an 
excellent writer obſerves, Is this ſimili- 


e tude and reſemblance in fo many things 


4 between Moſes and Chriſt the effect of 
ere chance? Let us ſearch the records 


% of univerſal hiſtory, and ſee if we find 
«© a man ſo like Moſes as Chriſt was, and 
« ſo like to Chriſt as Moſes was. If we 


© cannot find ſuch a one, then have we 
found him of whom Moſes in the law 
“and the prophets did write, Jeſus of Na- 


% zareth the Son of God.” See Jortin's 
Remarks on Eccleſlaſt. Hiſt. vol. i. p. 222- 


III. I ſhall ſhew that the Jewiſh nation 
have” been, and ſtill are ſeverely puniſhed 


for their diſobedience to this prophet. 


W have already proved that this pro- 
phecy relates plainly to Jeſus Chriſt the 
Meſſiah. The prophecy is clearly ex- 
preſſed, and obedience to him is ſtrictly en- 
joined: Unto him ſhall ye hearken: Aud it ſhall 
come to paſs, that whoſoever will not hearken un- 
to his words which he ſhall [peak in my name, 


faith the Lord,\[will require it of him v WR; 
1. e. I will ſeverely puniſh him for it, as the 


word is tranſlated, Gen. ix. 4. Xlii. 23. 


The Septuagint tranſlate this word , 
T will 


** 43 J 


1 7 will tale Dengeance upon him. And the a- 
poſtle Peter expoundeth it thus, Every ſoul 
that will not hear that prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed 
from among the people, Acts iii. 23. The Chal- 
dee paraphraſe renders it thus, MY word 
Fall require it of him. Here Nx οο word, 
can ſignify nothing but a divine perſon, 
diſtinct from him who ſpeaks theſe words; 
even that very prophet to whom the a- 
poſtle applies them. And the Hebrew 
doctors thus explain theſe words, He that 
rranſyreſſet againſi his (namely, this pro- 
phet's) word is guilty of death, by the hand of 
God; as it is written, Deut. xviii. I will re- 
quire it of him. See Maimonides in Jeſude 
Hathorah, cap. ix. ſect. 2. 

In the context it is alſo ſuggeſted, that 
the prophet here ſpoken of is ſuppoſed ab- 
ſolutely, like Moſes, to ſpeak what God had 
given him to ſpeak; and therefore they 
are commanded to ſubmit to him abſolute- 
ly, like as to Moſes, under pain of deſtruc- 
tion. 

THE execution of 45 threatening an- 
nexed to the prophecy is very remarkable, 
and it has been literally fulfilled upon the 
whole nation; ſo that every man who conſi- 
ders the Jews, from the rejection of Chriſt 
unto this day, muſt own, that this part of 
the prophecy has been punctually verified. 

Tas ſinful nation rejected the Meſſiah, 
and crucified the Lord of life; and not 

only 
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only faſtened the guilt of that atrocious 
crime upon themſelves, but entailed the 
ſame upon their poſterity, When all the peo- 


ple anſwered and ſaid, His blood be on us and on 


our children! All the people! not only thoſe 
of the lower rank, but the chief prieſts, the 
ſcribes and elders; not only the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem, but the whole nation 


of the Jews, who were then aſſembled to 


celebrate the paſſover; all the people, in 
the fulleſt ſenſe of the expreſſion, anſwer- 
ed and ſaid, His blood be on us and our 
children. Never ſure, (as an elegant wri- 


ter ſays “), „was any wiſh expreſſed with fo 


much ſolemnity, unanimity, and warmth, 
or attended with ſuch horrid circumſtan- 
ces of aggravation ; and no wonder ſuch 
an imprecation received its fulleſt accom- 
pliſhment, in ſo remarkable a manner as 
never gan be paralleled in any nation or 
age.” The whole Jewiſh nation was guilty 
of the blood of the Meſſiah; and how could 
the land be cleanſed of the blood of the 
Son of God, which the whole nation had 
ſpilt ? ? How, but by the blood of that whole 
nation? His blood be upon us and on our chil. 
dren! ſaid they; and it happened to chem | 

even according to their wiſhes. 
THERE 1s not need therefore of many 
wor ds to prove the puniſhment of tlie 
Jewiſh 


* See Biſhop Atterbury's poſthumous ſermons, 8 vo, vol. 1 
p. 122. London 1734. 


1-205. 1]: 
ewiſh nation, for it is viſible to all the 
world. The threatening in this prophecy 
was fulfilled upon the Jews who lived in 
that generation, who would not hearken 
to the words of Chriſt; and therefore he 
deitroyed their city and ſanctuary, accord- 
ing to the prediction of Daniel, chap. ix. 
26. The neglect of hearing this prophet 
was revenged on the whole nation, in ſuch 
a manner that their own hiſtorian owns 
the hand of God to have been evidently 
ſeen in their deſtruction. Joſephus, (who 
had nothing leſs in his view), informs us 
of ſome circumſtances which ſhew how 
ſtrict a correſpondence there was between 
their crime and their puniſhment. The 
nation, collected in a body ta celebrate 
that paſſover, had crucified the Meſſiah; 
and the vengeance of God overtook them 
at another paſchal ſolemnity, when all the 
Jews were ſhut up in Jeruſalem, ſo as none 
could eſcape the ſword of the Romans. 
Tux Romans laid Jeruſalem even with 
the ground, and they left not therein one 
ſtone upon another, becaule ſhe knew not 
the time of her merciful viſitation, accord- 
ing to what was foretold by our bleſſed Sa- 
viour: For the days ſhall come upon 
« thee, that thine enemies ſhall caſt a 
«© trench about thee, and compaſs thee 
round, * keep thee in on every ſide; 
cc 1 
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e and they ſhall lay thee even with the 
« ground, and thy children within thee, 
« and they ſhall not leave in thee one 
* ſtone upon another, becauſe thou knew- 
« eſt not the time of thy viſitation” (p), 
Luke xix. 43, 44. This prophecy was li- 
terally accompliſhed, according to the teſti- 
mony of Joſephus, who tells us, That 
* when Veſpaſian beſieged Jeruſalem, his 
© army compaſſed the city around, and 
« kept them in on every ſide; and though 
it was judged a great, and almoſt im- 
« practicable work, to compaſs the whole 
city with a wall, yet Titus, animating 
<« the ſoldiers to attempt it, in three days 
« built a wall of 39 furlongs, having 13 
« towers in it; and ſo cut off all hopes 
that any of the Jews ſhould eſcape. (Jo- 
Jen. de bello Jud. Ib. 5: cap. 27. 
„ p. 893.) Titus having commanded his 
* ſoldiers to dig up the city; this was fo. 
fully done, by levelling the whole com- 

h | « paſs 


* 


(] It ſeemed exceeding improbable that this prophecy ſhould, 
be accompliſhed in that age, conſidering the peace of the Jews 
with the Romans, and the ſtrength of their citadel, which forced 
Titus himſelf to acknowledge, that it was the ſingular hand of 
God which compelled them to relinquiſh fortifications which no 
human power could have conquered, Yea, in almoſt all his 


ſpeeches, he declares the deſtruction of Jeruſalem to be a juſt 


judgment upon the Jews from heaven: © God co-operates with 
us. Their miſeries, by your bravery, and God's aſſiſtance, are. 
„ multiplied. Their factions, famine, fiege, and the falling of 
the walls without a battery, do they not manifeſt that God is 
* angry with them, and aſſiſts us?” See Joſeph, de bello Jug, 
lib. vi. ch. 55 9. | | 


T0 1 
ce paſs of it, except three towers, that they 
« who came to ſec it were perſuaded. it 
never ſhould be built again.” (). 
Tus that unbelieving generation died 
in their ſins; John xiu. 24. and wrath is 
come upon them to the uttermoſt, 1 Theſſ. 
ii. 16. and hath not this terrible denuneia- 
tion been fully executed upon the Jews? 
Was not the compleat exciſion of that un- 
believing nation, ſoon after | Jeſus had fi- 
niſhed his miniſtry among them, and his 
apoſtles had preached in vain, the fulfilling 
of this threatening upon them for not 
hearkening unto him? Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour not only denounced theſe threaten- 
ings, but alſo foretold the ſigns, the man- 
ner, and circumſtances of it, with a parti- 
cularity that muſt aſtoniſh and amaze eve- 
ry one who reads his prophecy concerning 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and compares 
the account given of the ſame by their 
own hiſtorian Joſephus. Such Jews indeed 
who believed in Jeſus, and followed the 
advice given them, Luke xxi. 20. eſcaped 

2 the 


() The account we have of it is aſtoniſhing, and ſuch as 
would appear incredible, if not ſupported by the evidence of one 
who was himſelf an eye witneſs of the things which paſſed, and 
a ſharer in them. Joſephus bears witneſs to the truth of the ac- 
compliſhment of this prophecy of our bleſſed Saviour, in theſe 
remarkable words: © No ſtranger who had before ſeen Judea, 
and the beautiful ſuburbs of the city, but now beholding it a 

„ defart, with tears and groans lamented the great change · The 
«© war had defaced all remains of beauty, and no one at his firſt 
approach could know the place, but, upon the ſpot itſelf, 
_ ©© aſked where the city ſtood,” See Joſeph, Bell, Jud, I. vi. c. 1. 


the general ruin of their country, like fire- 
brands plucked out of the burning (7). 
But the main body. of their nation either 
periſhed in their infidelity, or were carried 
away captive into all nations (5). Their ci- 
ty Jeruſalem, their temple and government 
were utterly ruined ; and the Jews were 
not carried into a gentle captivity, (as for- 
merly into Babylon), to enjoy their laws, 
and live as a diſtinct people in a foreign 
country ; but they were fold like beaſts in 
a market, and became ſlaves in the ſtricteſt 
b N ſenſe, 

(r) It is very remarkable, that, by the ſpecial providence of 
God, after the Romans under Ceſtius Gallus made their firſt ad- 
vance towards Jeruſalem, they ſuddenly withdrew again in a moſt 
unexpected and indeed impolitie manner; at which Jeſephas 
teſtifies his ſurpriſe, ſince the city might then have been eafily 
taken. By ſuch a conduct the Romans gave as it were a ſignal 
to the Chriſtians to retire: And Euſebius informs us, that the 
Chriſtians, in obedience to this admonition of our Saviour's, did 
retire, ſome to Pella, and others to mount Libanus, and thereby 
Ronen their lives. See Joſeph. Bell. Jud. lib. 2. cap. 19. 7. 

uſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib. 3. cap. 5. and Doddrig. Fam. Expoſ. 
vol. ii p. 381. 

(s) Is it not ſtrange, that the Romans, who carried no other na- 
tion captive, yet ſhould expel the Jews out of their own country ? 
Is not this a proof of a remarkable interpoſition of providence in 
the puniſhment of chat finful nation, and a woful evidence that 
God had quite caſt them off from being his peculiar people. 
Their land was fold, and no Jew was allowed to dwell there; 
nay they might not come within ſight of Jeruſalem, or rather of 
Alia, the name given to the new city, when the foundations of 
the old were ploug ed up. A heathen temple was built where 
that of God had ſtood ; and a Turkiſh moſque pollutes it to this 
day. A heathen writer informs us, that Julian's impious attempt 
to rebuild their temple, and ſettle them in Jeruſalem again, in 
contempt of this prophecy of our Saviour, was ſeveral times mira- 
culoufly defeated by the eruption of balls of fire, which conſumed 
the workmen. This writer abſurdly aſcribes it to a fatal re- 
ſiſtance in the element. See Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. 23. 


Cap. 1. p. 286. and Doddridge's Fam, Expo. vol. 2. p. 383. 
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ſenſe, according to the prediction in Deu- 
teronomy, chap. xxviii. 68. And there 
« ye ſhall be fold unto your enemies for 
« bondmen and bondwomen, and no man 
« ſhall buy you; and from that day to 
this, they have had neither prince nor law- 


_ giver among them. Joſephus informs us, 


that eleven hundred thouſand Jews were 
deſtroyed in this war, and near an hun- 


dred thouſand taken priſoners ; of which 


ſome of the faireſt and talleſt Titus reſer- 


ved for his triumph; of the reſt that were 
about 17 years old, he {ent ſome to Egypt 
to work in the mines; moſt of them he 
diſperſed through the provinces, to be de- 


ſtroyed in the theatres, by the ſword or the 


wild beaſts; and they that were under 17 


years of age were fold. Thus was fulfilled 
what was foretold by our Saviour in the 
24th verſe, © That there ſhould be great 
«« diſtreſs in the land, and wrath upon the 
« people; and that they ſhould fall by the 
* edge of the ſword, and ſhould be led a- 


A 


„ way captive into all nations; and that 


« Jeruſalem ſhould be trodden down of 


the Gentiles.” (2). But what is till 
| | more 
(:) Joſephus, in his introduction to his hiſtory, has theſe re- 
markable words: Of all the cities in ſubjection to the Romans 
our city Jeruſalem has been advanced to the greateſt glory, and 
<< reduced to the moſt abject miſery. The calamities of all o- 
„ther people, from the beginning of time, are, in my opinion, 
little in compariſon with what the Jews have ſuffered ;”” and 
preſsly aſſerts, that the diſtreſs was ſuch as the like has not 
been, 


L 590 J 


more amazing, this dreadful judgment 
hath ſtill continued to operate with unre- 
mitted vigour for theſe 1700 years; ac- 
cording to Moſes's prediction in theſe re- 
markable words: And among theſe na- 
« tions ſhalt thou find no eaſe, neither 
&« ſhall the ſole of thy foot have reſt : but 
«© the Lord ſhall give thee there a trem- 
* bling heart, and failing of eyes, and ſor- 
% row of mind. And thy life ſhall hang 
e in doubt before thee, and thou ſhalt 
« fear day and night, and ſhalt have none 
« aſſurance of thy life. In the morning 
thou ſhalt ſay, Would God it were e- 
« ven: and at even thou ſhalt ſay, Would 
« God it were morning; for the fear of 
„ thine heart wherewith thou fhalt fear, 
“and for the ſight of thine eyes which 
* thou ſhalt ſee,” Deut. xxviii. 65, 66, 
67. (u). * . 2 88 | 
Trey 


| been, nor ſhall be; and whoever reads his account will ſee a fad 
31luſtration of this prediction of our Saviour's, in the miſeries 
brought upon this wicked nation, by plagues and famine, and 
fires occaſioned by the fiege, and the carnage made not only by 
the Romans, but by the yet greater cruelty of the ſeditious and 
zealots within the city. I | 

(«) The calamities the Jews underwent, particularly under A- 
drian and Trajan, were ſuch, as Dio Caſſius informs us, (hiſt. 
Tib. 69.) that tiity thouſand were ſlain, five hundred fortreſſes were 
demoliſhed, and nine hundred of their chief towns in Egypt, 
Crete, Qc. were plundered and burnt to the ground. We have 
an account alio of the terrible things they afterwards ſuffered in 
France, Italy, Spain, and other parts of Europe, in the decline 
of the Roman empire, collected by the learned and pious Dr 
| Jackſon. See tie Eternal Truth of the Scriptures, vol. 1. p. 123, 
127: fol. Lond. 1673. | | 


ai 


„Tür ſtill continue a numerous, and 
yet powerleſs, a diſtinct people, though va- 
gabond, and diſperſed over the whole 
earth, without country or national con- 
nexion, having no place of general ren- 
dezvous; they remain unmixed and unin- 
corporated with any of the nations amidſt 
whom they dwell. - Their firm adherence 
to their religion is no leſs remarkable than 
their numbers and diſperſion, notwith- 
ſtanding it is contemned and perſecuted 
over the face of the whole earth. This 
is the more ſurpriſing, if we conſider the 
frequent apoſtacies of this people in their 
own land, and within ſight of their tem- 
ple. In their diſperſion alſo they them- 
ſelves preſerve pure and unadulterated their 
ſacred records, thoſe ancient prophecies of 
their nation, which deſcribed the perſon 
and character of the Meſſiah, foretold the 
time of his appearance, and the circum- 
ſtances of his death and ſufferings: So that 
while they continue the great enemies of 
the goſpel, they are yet the great promo- 
ters of it, by the atteſtation which they 
give to the integrity of thoſe books from 
hence the proof of its divine original was 
moſt clearly derived. 

THEIR preſervation in this ſeparate 
Mate, unmixed, is wonderful, and may con- 
found the infidels of the preſent age; and 

might 
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might convince them that here Providence 


Intereſts itſelf, and that here we ſee plainly 


the finger of God thus diſperſing. them, 


and preventing a coalition, in order to 


render them, by that means, ſtanding mo- 
numents of his juſtice to all nations and 
ages. Yea, as criminals guilty of the 
molt atrocious crimes are doomed by tri- 
bunals of juſtice to have their lifeleſs car- 
caſe hung up in terror, and to be expoſed 
to the ſight of ſurvivors; ſo it hath plea- 
fed divine juſtice to act with regard to this 
guilty nation. For although their civil 
and religious government has been over- 


thrown for many ages, yet the name ſur- 


vives, and the race exiſts, as diſtinct and 
unmixed as while they were no nation *. 
This dreadful diſtinction of the Jewiſh na- 
tion is maintained againſt a thouſand cir- 
cumſtances, which muſt, according to the 
experience of human affairs, have long 
ſince incorporated them with the reſt of 
mankind: And yet the ten tribes, when 
carried into captivity, found a fixed habi- 
tation, who, nevertheleſs, are left among 
the nations as if they had never had been. 


And how can this be accounted for? Al- 


mighty God had decreed and foretold, 
that the diſperſion of the ten tribes ſhould 
obliterate their very name and memory; 
fo that in vain one ſhould ſearch the re: 

cords 


* See Dr Warburton's ſerm. vol. i. 8vo, p. 3 29. Lond. 175 3+ 


181 
cords of nations for them; whereas the 
ſame God had determined, that the laſt 
diſperſion ſhould preſerve the deſcendents 
of Judah, and hold them up, the vi- 
ſible objects of his preſent juſtice and ven- 
geance, and of his future mercies. But 
then how are they held up? As the refuſe 
of the earth, the out-caſt of nations, and 
the reproach of human nature. No nation, 
from the beginning of the world, as their 
own hiſtorian declares, was ever puniſhed 
as this nation; and therefore, if the pu- 
niſhment of nations be for their ſins, ſome 
heinous act muſt have been done by them 
which was never done by any other na- 
tion(x). Their circumſtances at preſent are 
y melancholy 


(x) The juſlice of God is manifeſt in thus puniſhing that race 
of men which actually ſpilt the blood of Chriſt, and made them- 
ſelves, by a dreadful imprecation, anſwerable for it. Their chil- 
dren and deſcendents approve their forefathers crime, and con- 
tinue open and avowed enemies to Jeſus of Nazareth, and are 
juſtly in the ſame ſtate of condemnation with them. And is not 
the fulfilling of this imprecation a plain and undoubted proof of 
the miſſion of our bleſſed Saviour? And the wiſdom of God is 
highly illuſtrated by his conduct towards the Jews; for the de- 
ſtruction of their polity and nation confirms the truth, and 
ipreads the intereſt of Chriſtianity. a 

The diſperſed Jews, who hate the Chriſtian religion, do yet 
retain many books that give a vaſt ſtrength to, and confirm it; 
and fo much the greater, as the Jewiſh nation has preſerved theſe 
books with the higheſt reverence, and the greateſt care. Had the 
whole body of the Jewiſh nation been converted to Chriſtianity, 
inſidels would then, with ſome: appearance of probability, have 
pretended that all the prophecies of the Old Teſtament, that relate 
to the coming and hiſtory of our bleſſed Saviour, were forged by 
Chriſtians, and have looked upon them, with the prophecies of 
the Sybils, as made many years after the events they pretended 
to ſoretell. | | 
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melancholy beyond expreſſion or concep- 
tion, according to the prediction of one 
of their prophets : * They have now lived 
“ many days without a King, and with- 
out a Prince, and without a ſacrifice, 
4 and without an image, and without an 
« ephod, and without Feraphim,” Hoſea 
Ht. 4. The ſceptre is now undouhtedly 
departed from Judah. And what national 
fin is that of which they have been guilty? 
Not idolatry ſurely; for they have not 
been charged with that ſince their captivi- 
ty in Babylon. That ſin can be nothing 
elſe but the murder of that great Prophet 
God had ſent to them, whom with wicked 
hands they ſlew; and imprecated upon 
themſelves a curſe, which has followed 
them to this very day, His blood, ſay they, 
be upon us and our children! That blood there- 
fore, the guilt of which purſues them, was 
the blood, not of an impoſtor, but of that 
prophet which God promiſed to raile up 
unto them, like unto Moſes, the ſeal of the 
doctrine which he publiſhed, and the evi- 
dence of his being what he affirmed him- 
{elf to be, the Son of God: Which blood- 
guiltineſs the penitent Jewiſh church will 
humbly confeſs and acknowledge in the 
latter days; according to the prediction of 
the prophet, When God will pour up- 
* on the houſe of David, and inhabitants 


«af 
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« of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of grace and of 
4 ſupplications, they ſhall look upon him 
« hom they have pierced, and they ſhall 
« mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
« only ſon, and ſhall be in bitterneſs for 
« him, as one that is in bitterneſs tor his 
* firſt born.“ Zechar. xii. 10. 

Tu R accompliſhment of the prophecies 
in Moſes: and the prophets, with regard to 
their diſperſion: and calamities, afford us 
the juſteſt grounds, and the moſt rational 
hopes to, believe, that the promiſes of the 
ſaid Moſes and the prophets, with reſpe& to 
their future reſtoration, ſhall, in due time, 
be alſo accompliſhed. For Moſes, after the 
prediction of the many calamities which 
ſhould befal them, aſſureth us, that God 
will not utterly forſake them: * And yet 
for all that, when they be in the land of 
% their enemies, I will not caſt them a- 
Way, neither will Iabhor them, to deſtroy 
« themutterly, and to break my covenant 
* with them: for I am the Lord their God. 
«© But J will for their ſakes remember the 
« covenant of their anceſtors, whom J 
a« brought forth out of the land of Egypt, 
5 1n the ſight of the heathen, that I might 
«© be their God: I am the Lord,” Levit. 
xxvi. 44, 45. And the prophet Jeremiah 
has foretold this very circumſtance of their 
preſeryation as a diſtinct people, even af- 


ter 


* 


[ 36 1 
ter God had made that new covenant with 
them: Thus faith the Lord, which gi- 
«« veth the ſun for a light by day, and the 
« ordinances of the moon and of the ſtars 
« for a light by night, which divideth the 
cc {fea when the waves thereof roar ; the 
« Lord of Hoſts is his name. If thoſe or! 
« dinances depart from before me, faith | 
ce the Lord, then the feed of Iſrael alſo 
« ſhall ceaſe from being a nation before 
« me for ever. Thus ſaith the Lord, if 
* heaven above can be meafured, and the 
« foundations of the earth ſearched out 
I beneath, I will alſo caſt off all the ſeedof 
&« Iſrael, for all that they have done, faith 
* the Lord.” Jer. xxi. 35, 36, 37. 
HERE God declares, . that heaven and 
earth ſhall paſs away ſooner than the Jews 
ſhall ceaſe to be a diſtinct people. The 
ſame God who hath given laws to nature, 
watches over their preſervation. Their fins | 
and aggravated guilt will not move God 
to retract his promiſe, and reject entirely 
the poſterity of Jacob ; for God is not man 
that he ſhould lie, nor the ſon of man that he 
ſhould repent (y). 
IV. We 


(y) The preſervation of the Jews by providence as a diſtinct 
people, renders it highly probable that that nation in general 
ſhall become converts to Chriſtianity. Their preſent miſerable 
ſtate, when predicted by Moles and their prophets, feemed as 
improbable as at this time their converſion to Chriſtianity. The 
preſent extraordinary condition of the Jews is ſuch a warrant and 


proof 


[37 1 


IV. Wr ſhall deduce ſome inferences 
from what has been ſaid. 


1. Wx may ſee that Chriſtianity is in- 


| deed near as old as the creation. After 


proof that they ſhall he reſtored in due time, as muſt powerfully 
ſtrike thoſe who will open their eyes to view it. How, without 
a fingular providence, could a people divided into an infinite 
Seb e ſmall families, ſcattered, like ſo many imperceptible 
grains of duſt, among all nations, ſubſiſt longer than any, and e- 


ven ſurvive the extinction of them all? Who can, at this day, 


pick out the ancient Romans in Italy, or the Gauls in France, 
from the nations which conquered theſe kingdoms? Who can 
make the like ſeparation in Great Britain, between the ancient 
Britons and the different nations who conquered it? Notwith- 
ſtanding all the diſadvantages the ſewiſſi nation labour under from 
reproach, perſecution, and oppreſſion, they ſtill ſubſiſt, they mul- 
tiply, they remain viſibly diſtin and ſeparated from all other 
people. To what are we to impute this preſervation of the Jews 
as a ſeparate and diſtin people? To the promiſe of that God 
who cannot lie, and who is not unmindful of his promiſes to the 
old patriarchs, to whom God hath reſerved children, heirs of 
their faith, who, in the end of the ages, ſhall believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt : So that while other nations ſhall be either exſtirpated or 
confounded with each other, The Lord hath /aid of Facob, Fear 
thou not, for 1 am with thee, for I will make a full end of all the na- 
tions, whither I have driven thee, but I wiil not make a full end of 
thee, Jer. xxx. 10, 11. And again. Thus /aith the Lord, F my coves. 
nant be not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the or- 
dinances of heaven and earth ; then will I caſt away the ſeed of Ja- 
cob and David my ſervant ; for I will cauſe their captivity to return, 
and Dave mercy on them, Jer. xxxiii. 25, 26, The Jews ſhall one 
day be recalled through mercy ; and, for the ſake of thoſe, the 
patience of God ſuffers all the reſt, and his power preſerves them. 
God hath ſet bounds to the unbelief of the Jews. We may pro- 
bably expect the converſion of the Jews as the chief ſign of the 
latter times. The continuation of their former plagues ſeem 
miti ated ſince the reformation, as if their miſery was almoſt ex- 
pired, and the day of their redemption drawing nigh. It ſ-em- 
eth therefore highly probable, and founded on the word of God, 
that their nation in general ſhall become converts to Chriſtiani- 
ty ; yea, it is foretold, that they will embrace their own Meſſiah, 
whom they reject, and thereupon be taken into the divine fa- 
vour and covenant anew, Rom. ii. 11, 36. Iſ. Klv. 17, 23, 25. 
Hol, iii. 4, 5. Zech. xii. 9. xiii. 1. There are ſeveral prophecies 
which ſeem to ſuggeſt, that, upon their converſion, they ſhall, by 

| | 2 train 


xiv. 10, n 


SY 

the fall of man, a promiſe is given,” © That 
« the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruile the 
& head of the ſerpent.” This promiſe is 

repeated. to the patriarchs Abraham, I- 
faac, and Jacob, * That in their ſeed all 
e the families of the earth ſhould be bleſ—- 
« ſed.” And here we ſee plainly, that 
God promiſes to the Jewiſh nation, at the 


very time he gave them that law at mount 
Sinai, That he would raiſe up a prophet 
« from the midſt of them, of their bre- 
„ thren, like unto Moſes ;” reſembling him 


in his characters of Prophet, Legiſlator, Sa- 
viour, and Mediator ; and he plainly inti- 


mates unto them, kite they were to heark- 


en to this prophet, whatever change or al- 
teration he was to introduce, with reſpect 


to the external rites and ceremonies of the 


Jewiſh religion. 
Wx ſee plainly alſo the connexion there 
is between the Old and New Teſtaments. 


It is indeed ſurpriſing, that any, who pre- 


tend to be friends to Chriſtianity, ſhould 


look upon the Old Teſtament as a clog and 


incumbrance upon the evidence of the in- 
{piration 
a train of wonderful pirividences, be gathered together from the 


countries inwhich they are now ſcattered, and conducted to their 


own land, where they ſhall become a proſperous and a religious 
nation, I xxvii. 12, 13. Ther:fere jay, Thus ſaith the Lord God, 
I vill even gather you from the people, and afjemble you out of the 
countries where ye have been ſcattered, and I will give you the land 


/ Hiratl. See alfo Ezek. xi. 19---21 XXxv1. 24---28. xxxvii. 


21-28. xxxix. 2529. Hoſ. i. gt 11. N ix. 14, 15 Zech. 


To I 


fpiration and divinity of the New Teſta- 

ment. Such do indeed err, not knowing 
rhe Scriptures: For there is ſuch a ſtrong 
and intimate connexion between the Jewiſh. 
and Chriſtian religion, and they are fo cloſe- 
ly linked together, that if the one be falſe, 
the other cannot be true. Some Who 
pretend to be friends to Chriſtianity, ima- 
gining they ſee ſome things in the Jewiſh- 
religion unworthy of the divine perfec-. 
tions, have been for ſeparating and diſuni- 
ting it from | Chriſtianity; fearing leſt its 
connexion with Chriſtianity, like a mill 
ſtone tied about its neck, ſhould ſink it 
to the bottom. But this is not only ab- 
ſurd, but impoſſible; for Jeſus Chriſt ap- 
peals every where to the writings of the 
Od Teſtament; and affirms, in the clear- 
_ eſt and ſtrongeſt manner, that theſe Scrip- 
tures teſtify of him: Yea, every one who. 
has read the Goſpel with 'the leaſt degree 
of attention, may eaſily perceive, that Jeſus 
Chriſt aſſumes the character of that Meſ- 
ſiah the Old Teſtament writers teſtify of; 
and declares, with a verily, verily, one Jota 
ar title of. the law ſhould not paſs till all 
be fulfilled. 
Ou Saviour's apoſtles alſo follow his 
example and footſteps, in proving the truth 
of his divine miſſion; as we have ſeen alrea- 
dy the apoſtle Peter and the martyr Stephen 
=. - | prove 
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prove to the Jews, from their own Scrip- 
tures, that Jeſus was that prophet whom 
God had promiſed to raiſe up unto them 
from among their brethren. The apoſtle. 
Paul likewiſe appeals to the Old Teſta- 
ment in the whole of his epiſtles, convin- 


- cing and putting to ſilence the Jews from- 


their own Scriptures, and has given us the 
beſt commentary upon the law of Moſes ; 


particularly in his epiſtle to the Hebrews. 


Indeed the Old Teſtament is ſo far from 
hanging like a dead weight upon. Chriſtia- 
nity, that it plainly paves the way for its 
credibility and reception: For it not only 
foretels the time of the coming of the 
Meſſiah, but points out the temper and cha- 
racter of that Meſſiah promiſed to the fa- 
thers, ſo particularly, and predicts the na- 
ture and extent of his kingdom, in ſo clear 
and convincing a manner, that, when 
viewed in this connexion, the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian diſpenſation reflect light on, and 
mutually ſtrengthen and confirm each o- 


ther. Thele two diſpenſations reſemble a a 


building fupported by two pillars, joined 
and cemented together, Jeſus Chriſt being 
the chief corner-itone whom God has pla- 
ced in Zion; ſo that if you remove either 
of the two, the whole mult fall to the ground. 
This connexion of the Old Teſtament with 


the New, is plainly taught by Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf: 


1 6: 1 


himſelf: Do not thin (ſayys he) that 57 will 
accuſe you: there is one uh accuſeth ou, even 
Moſes, in whom. ye aruſt. Nor had ye believed 
Moſes, ye would have believed me; for he wrote 
of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how 
ſhall ye believe my words ?. Jo, v. 45, 40, 47. 
Tas ſtudy therefore of the Old Teſta- 
ment is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to the 
right underſtanding of the New: Our bleſs 
ſed Saviour inculcates the ſtudy of it in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, in theſe remarkable 
words, Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, Jo. v. 39. The Scrip- 
_ tures recommended by our hleſſed Saviour 
at this time, were undoubtedly thoſe of 
the Old Teſtament, as the canon of the 
New was not then written; and it is re- 
corded, to the honour of young Timothy, 
that from a child he knew the Scriptures, which. 
were able to make him wiſe unto ſalvation, thro* 
faith which is in Chriſt Feſus, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
And the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, That 
Apollos W Ag aoyior «as Suvarog ty THS VPRHpnic ys eloquent and. 
mighty in the Scriptures, Acts xviii. 24. the 
proper character of a miniſter of the go- 
ſpel. The apoſtles of our Lord and Sa- 
viour ſtudied theſe Scriptures with the 
greateſt care and attention: And every di- 
ligent ſtudent of the Scriptures of the New. 
Teſtament will eaſily perceive, that the in- 


ſpired Writers thereof have not only i 
luſtrated 


r 62 J 


Sanrkros! the Old Teſtament, but imbibed 
and transfuſed the ſpirit and manner of 
writing of 8 Old i into the New Teſta- 
Went.” Wy — 3 
2. FRO what has been aid, we may 7 
et the infidelity, of the Jewiſh nation is 
unreaſonable and inexcuſable. 1 
Wr have ſhewn that the prophet here 
meant is the Meſliah, and that Jeius Chriſt 
is the only prophet that appears in the 
Jewiſh nation, reſembling Moles as a Pro- 
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+ phet, a Legiſlator, a Saviour, and Media- 
ids tor; and that this prophecy is neither ap- 
+ 

Hp plicable to Joſhua, nor to a ſucceſſion of 
175 prophets, but only to Feſus Chriſt, who 
. 

15 was a prophet raiſed up from the midſt of 
ie themſelves, of the ſeed of Abraham, and 


- 
2 * 


family of David, as appears by his genealo- 
gy. Here we have a plain declaration up- 
on God's part, at the very time the law 
was eſtabliſhed, of another prophet to be 
raiſed up atter Moſes, as a new lawgiver, 
to whom all were to yield obedience; for 
it is expreſsly ſaid, Unto him ſhalt ye hearken - 
And here we lee plainly, that the authori- 
ty of God is equally interpoſed in com- 
55 manding obedience to Jeſus of Nazareth, 
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jb: whom we have proved to be the true Meſ- 
vil ſiah, as unto Moſes the Jewiſh lawgiver. 
ill God expreſsly declares, by his ſervant Mo- 
Ny. tes, that this prophet was to have an ex- 

traor dinary 
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traordinary commiſſion ; for  he' ſaith, I 
will put my words into his mouth, and he ſhall 
ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall command him. 
For here Iſrael is commanded by God to 
hearken to this prophet in all . which 
he ſhould order them to obſerve; and they 
are commanded to believe in bim as God's 
ambaſſador, under the penalty of entailing 
upon themſelves the dreadful puniſhment 
foretold 1 in the text. 

FT nE grand ſtumbling- block of the Jews 
in the days of our Saviour, and at this 
prelent time, is, that they believe the law 
of Moſes to be immutable and unalterable. 
Their great fear was, their offending a- 
gainſt that Moſes who was their lawgiver 
ſo many hundred years ago: But they did 
not conſider that Moles here plainly tells 
them, that they ſhould not always hang up- 
on him, and directs them to, and expreſsly 
enjoias obedience to this prophet in all 
things, whatſoever he ſhould command 
them: And hereby plainly intimates, that 
the Jewiſh nation was to hearken unto this 
prophet, whatever changes and alterations 
he was to make in the rites and ceremo- 
nies of their religion. As rites have no 
foundation in the nature and relation of 
things, or in the divine rectitude, and are, 
in themſelves, indifferent, and are only ob- 
ſerved out of reverence to the divine com- 

| mand, 
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I. 4 
mand, which is always founded on wiſdom: 
It is evident therefore, that the perfection 
of religion is not to be ſought for in exter- 
nal rites, and that religion is not rendered 
more perfect, whether new rites are added, 
or ancient ones abrogated; for rites do 
not purify: the ſoul from fin, nor render a 
perſon more acceptable unto God, except- 


ing in as far as they are expreſlive of the 


inward temper of the mind; and, if this is 
wanting, they are deteſtable unto God: 


T1 will not reprove thee for thy © ſacrifices, or 


thy burnt-offering.s to have been continually before 
me, Pſal. I. 8, 9, 14. To what purpoſe is 
the multitude of your : ſacrifices unto me? ſaith 


the Lord: I am full of the burnt- offering of 


rams, and the fat of fed beaſts, and I delight not 
in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he- goats. 
When ye come to appear before me, who hath re- 
quired this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring 


no more vain oblations, incenſe is an abomination 


unto me, the new moons and ſabbaths, the calling 

of aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is iniquity, 
even the ſolemn meeting, If. i. 11, 12, 13. To 
hat purpoſe cometh there to me incenſe from She- 


ba and the ſweet cane from a far country? 


Your burnt-offerings are not acceptable, nor your 


ſacrifices ſweet unto me, Jer. vi. 20. Truſt not 


in lying words, ſaying, The' temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord are theſe. Jer. vii. 4. 
See allo II. Iviii. 4. xvi: 3. Hol. vi. 6. A- 
"erm. mos 


{5 1 

mos i. 21, 22, 23. Micah vi. mY 7, 8. It is 
evident from theſe paſſages, that the per- 
fection of a law is to be eſtimated from the 
precepts in it, which have their founda- 
tion in the rectitude of the divine nature, 
and ſound reaſon, and mult have a ten- 
dency to improve human nature. A per- 
fect law therefore muſt awaken the fout to 
the ſtudy of holineſs,* and purity of mind; 
and doth not fo much regard external 
rites as the eſſence of religion. And as the 
law of Jeſus Chriſt ought to exceed the Mo- 
ſaic law in the perfection of its preceprs, 
it followeth, that he ſhould aboliſh rites 
and ceremonies, and command that God 
ſhould be worſhipped every where in fpi- 
rit and in truth; -preſcribing a more per- 
fect worſhip, upon the introduction of 
which that imperfect and ritual fervice 
ſhould vaniſh like a ſhadow in the preſence 
of a body. It is plain therefore, from the 
very nature of that law which was to be 
brought in by this prophet, who was to be 
like to Moſes, that the ceremonies of the 
Moſaic law ſhould ceaſe. It is alſo evident 
from the writings of the prophets them- 
ſelves, that they intimated that the obſer- 
vance of the ceremonial law ſhould ceaſe, 
becauſe the accompliſhment of what they 
had predicted could not take place during 
the obſeryation of that law. This indeed 
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is not ſo plainly ſpoken of by. the prophets, 
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fined to the temple at Jeruſalem, and all 


8 8 
15 1 75 
[ A. Jo 1] 
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leſt the clear and perfect knowledge of it 


ſhould diminiſn that ſacred regard for the 


ceremonial law, which God choſe ſhould 


be had to it till the Meſſiah ſhould come. 


The ceremonial law was national and 
local, moſt of the duties preſcribed by that 


law were confined to Judea and Jeruſa- 


lem. This therefore was to be abolithed. 
But the moral law, the baſis and end of 
the former covenant, was, in like man- 


ner, to be the baſis of the new one. 


That the ceremonial law was to be abro- 
gated is evident from Iſaiah, And it ſball 
come to paſs in the laſt days, that the mountain of 
the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of 
the mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the bill. 
And many ſhall. ſay, Come, let us go up to rhe 
mountain of the Lord, &c. Iſ. ii. 2, 3. 

From this paſſage of Scripture, and a 


- variety of other places, it plainly appears, 


that the prophets have foretold that the 
kingdom of the Meſliah ſhould not be con- 
fined to the land of Judea, but be extend- 
ed to the heathen; and that the moſt di- 
ſtant nations ſhould partake of the bleſ- 
ſings of his kingdom. And it is evident, 
that' it was impoſlible for remote nations 
to obſerve the law of Moſes, a. great part 
of the worſhip preſcribed by it being con- 


the 


LOG 
the males being obliged to appear there 
by that law thrice every year. The pro- 
miſe therefore that the Meſſiah ſnould be 
King over all the earth, is equivalent to a 
prediction that the ceremonial law Thould 
be aboliſhed *. "4 8 

Ix fine, upon our Lord's transfiguration 
upon mount Tabor, the moſt ample teſti- 
mony was given to his divine miſſion, and 
of his being this very Prophet, or the true 
Meſſiah. Moſes and Elias appeared in per- 
{on there, to ſhew the harmony there was 
between the Old and the New Teſtament; 
and there is a peculiar propriety in the ap- 
pearance of theſe two heavenly witneſſes; 
for Moſes was the perſon by whom the law 
was given, and Elias was a great prophet 
who reſtored the law of the Lord after it 
had been long forgotten. The legal diſ- 
penſation appeared 3 in Moſes, and the pro- 
phetical miniſtry, which was a kind of 
chancery to the law, abating the rigorous 
obſervance of the ceremonial part of it, 
is repreſented by Elias; and both are ſup- 
poled to appear in order to deliver over to 
Chriſt that diſpenſation. Yea God him- 
{elt, by a voice from heaven, declares him 
to be his only begotten Son, and com- 
mands, alluding to the very words of Mo- 
ſes in our text, that all men ſhould heark- 

en 
, See Theol. diſſert. 22 John Erſkine A. M. Lond. 1765. 
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en nta him, Matth. xvii. 5. Aud behold, a 


voice out of the cloud, which ſaid; This is my be- 


loved Son, in whom' T am well pleaſed, hear ye 


In fine, Jeſus, preaching ſuch doctrine 


as muſt recommend itſelf to every ſincere 


lover of truth, confirmed his divine miſſion 
by a variety of miracles, and ſealed the 
truth of it by his death; he roſe from the 
dead, and was declared to be the Son of 
God with power. | 
BETOREIconclude thisinference, Iwould 
addreſs myſelf to ſuch of the Jewiſh nation 
as reſide in Great Britain, and underſtand 


the Engliſh language. Ye men of Iſrael, 


you enjoy, in common with free Britons, 
peace and tranquillity, and the free exer- 


ciſe of religion, according to the dictates 


of your own conſciences, without the ter- 
ror of an inquiſition, in a country where 
no force is uſed to make you converts to 
Chriſtianity, but that ariſing from reaſon, 
from Moſes, and your own prophets. This 
has lately been candidly acknowledged by 
that remarkable Jew Mr Solomon Da 
Coſta (2). | 
*. Permit 
(z) His candid acknowledgment of the peace, quiet, and pro- 
teftion which you all enjoy, is expreſſed in the following words: 
« have already dwelt 54 years in eaſe and reſt, in quietneſs 
and confidence, without fear, in this city of London, the crown- 


ed city ! that is full of people, great among the nations, and 


princeſs among the provinces ; a city great for wiſe and learned 


TE 


PERMIr me, ye ſons of Abraham, with 
al freedom of ſpeech, to repreſent untoyou 
your dreadful obſtinacy, and awful unbe- 
lief, in rejecting Jeſus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among your fathers, by 
miracles, wonders, and ſigus, which God 
did by him in the various parts of Judea, 
and in the preſence of your rulers and 
prieſts; and let me ſpeak: freely unto you, 
and declare, that you have: the fulleſt evi- 
dence that Jefus of Nazareth was that pro- 
Phet predicted by Moſes, whom God was 
to raiſe out of the midſt of your brethien, like un- 
to himſelf. Let me put yon in remem- 
brance, that this Jeſus appeared in Judea 
at. that time when there was ſq general an 
expectation of the appearance of the Meſ- 
ſiah among the Jews, and that he was re- 
ceived by ſome of the moſt pious and di- 
ſtinguiſhed Jews, who lived in that age, as 
the Meſſiah promiſed to their fathers. 
Joan the Baptiſt, acknowledged by the 
Jews of that age to be a prophet indeed, 
and Simeon who was juſt and devout, 
waiting 


men, the mother of ſciences and arts; there i is not one ſcience 
too difficult for them, either in medicine, or aſtronomy, or phi- 
loſophy, or any art of ſkilful and cunning artiſts, the work of cun- 
ning workmen, ſuch as have not been in the earth, nor in any 
nation.“ See a copy of an. original letter written by Mr Solo- 
mon Da Coſta, and ſent to the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſaeum, 
with a preſent of near 200 curious MSS volumes in the He- 
brew language, which were originally intended by the Jews as 
a preſent to King Charles It. A copy of this letter is extant in 
the annual regitter for the year 1760, p. 34. 
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walting for the conſolation of Iſrael; and 
to whom it was revealed by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that he ſhould not ſee death before 
he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt, believed Je- 
ſus to be the true Meſſiah; as did alſo 
Zacharias, the father of John, Anna 4 
propheteſs, the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Aſſar. Nicodemus, a Pha- 
riſee, and a ruler of the Jews, confeſſed 
that Jeſus! was a teacher come from God, 
and that no man could do theſe miracles 
which he did, except God was with him. 
Joſeph alſo of. Arimathea, an honourable 
counſellor, was a diſciple of Jeſus; as alſo 
Stephen, who was a man fall of faith and 
the Holy Ghoſt; with many thouſand Jews 
who lived in that age. In fine, Saul of 
Farfus, (called afterwards Paul), who was 
ſo zealous for the law of Moſes, that he 
conſtantly breathed out threatenings and 
ſlaughter againſt the diſciples of - Jeſus, 
perſecuting the Chriſtians unto death ; 
this man was fully inſtructed in the 
Jewiſh religion, being brought up at the 
feet of Gamaliel, one of the moſt cele- 
brated teachers of the law in that age, and 
had as good opportunities of knowing the 
{entiments of the ancient Jews with re- 
ſpect to the Meſſiah, and the prophecies 
concerning him, as any Jew then living: 
As this Paul was not a weak and ignorant 
man, 
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man, neither an (IEA Ag appeareth 
plainiy from his writings, and under no 
temptation of becoming Chriſtian from a+ 
ny 5 of worldly riches and preferment; 
e om a full conviction that Jeſus of Na- 
Zareth was the Meſſiah promiſed to the fa- 
thers, became as zealous in promoting the 
Chriſtian cauſe as he was formerly in de- 
ſtroying AT 2 diſputed / in the Jynagogue, 
and confounded the Jews at Damaſcus, and 
in other places, proving that Jokes 3 Was {he 
Chriſt, Acts ix. [AJ brig i n 100. 
TIME would fail me to enumerate par- 
ticularly the many thouſand. - Jews who 
were converted to Chriſtianity 'by the. a- 
poſtles of our Lord in the firſt century. 
Ir is indeed very ſtrange, that voheiihe 
ſeed of Abraham, for whoſe fathers and na- 
tion, God, at various times, did work ſo 
many wonders, delivering them at firſt out 
of Egyptian bondage, by the hand of his 
ſervant Moſes; and afterwards raiſing up 
many deliverers and ſaviours for them, re- 
ſtoring them to their own country, after 
their being brought and detained ſeventy 
years captives in Babylon, I ſay, that 
you ſhould have been now, for ſeven- 
teen hundred years, under ſuch ſignal 
marks of God's . diſpleaſure, if there 
was not ſome national ſin, for which you 
ſmarted, as formerly for idolatry : ** The 
Lord hath ſcattered you among all peo- 
« ple, 
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tion: According to 
of your prophets, you have now remained 
without a King and without a Prince, 


mp S —— 
= APES $5, 


hy ES. Fs 
BETTS: 


1 
« ple, frem one end of che earth even un- 
4 to the other. He hath removed you 
“ unto all the kingdoms of the earth, to 


ach, and a proverb, a taunt, 
% and à eurſe, in all the places whither 


. «© he hath driven you.“ So that he ſeem- 


eth utterly to have forgotten and forſaken 
you. Tou circumſtances at preſent are 


melancholy beyond ere or concep- 
the prediction of one 


without an image and without an e- 
* phod, and without Teraphim,” Hoſea 
5. 4. The ſeeptre is now undoubtedly 


departed from Judah, your city Jeruſalem 


and the temple are deſtroyed; fo that there 


remains not à veſtige or footſtep of your 


government, either eivil or facred. The 
longeſt of your captivities laſted but ſeven- 
ty years, your preſent captivity has con- 


tinued above 1700 years, a greater length 


of time than interveened from the firſt 
building of your temple by Solomon, to 


its final deſtruction by Titus. Thus long 


have you been no nation, but ſo many 
ſeattered herds and vagabonds, without 
any temple, worſhip, or facrtfices, and 
without any reaſonable e or proſpect 
of enjoying them. hate 

TH 1s conſideration. ſo perplexed Rabbi 


Samuel Judaeus ar Iſraelita, commonly 
called 


Co + 
ealled Moroceanus, from his being born in 
Feſſa in Africa, in the year 1085, that he 
wrote a letter to Rabbi Iſaac, maſter of 
the Jewiſh ſynagogue at Subjulmeta, in the 
kingdom of Morocco, about 700 years ago, 
to this purpoſe : © I would fain learn from 
«© thee, out of the teſtimonies of the law 
© and the prophets, and other ſcriptures, 
« why the Jews are thus ſmitten in this 
„ captivity in which we are; which may 
« properly be called the anger of God, 
% becauſe it hath no end: For it is now 
* above a thouſand years ſince we were 
ce carried away captive by Titus; and yet 
© our fathers, who worſhipped idols, killed 
* the prophets, and caſt the law behind 
their back, were puniſhed only with ſe- 
« venty years captivity, and then brought 
«© home again; but now there is no end 
* of our calamities, nor do the prophets 
“ promiſe any *.“ | 

ANp what national fin is that of which 
you Jews have been guilty? Not of idola- 
try, ſurely; for your nation has never 
been charged with that ſin ſince your cap- 
tivity in Babylon: That ſin, for which you 
now ſuffer as a nation, can be nothing elſe 
8 the murder of this great prophet whom 
rod had ſent to your fathers. Whatever 
E K ſubterfuges 


* Sce Wolf. Biblioth. Hebr. vol. i. p. 1099. et Biblioth. pa- 
trum, vol. v. ubi dicitur liber de adventu Meſiiae, quem udaei 
exſpectant. See alſo Patric. in locum. 
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ſubterfuges and evaſions you may contrive | 
and deviſe to avoid the evidence of his 


being that great prophet propheſied of by 


_ Moles, ye yourſelves are ſtanding monu- 
ments of the truth of his being a prophet ; 


for he foretold the deſtruction of your tem- 
ple, and your city Jeruſalem, and of your 


being carried away captive into all nations. 


Ye cannot be ignorant, ye ſons of Abra- 


ham, that all the ancient Jews believed 
the Meſliah ſhould come before the de- 


ſtruction of your ſecond temple; and this 


1s confirmed in the writings of one of your 


prophets: And I will ſhake all nations, and 


"the deſire of all nations ſhall come, and I will 


fill this houſe with glory, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. The glory of this latter houſe ſhall be, 


greater than of the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts : 
and in this place will I give peace, ſaith the 


Lord of Hoſts, Hag. ii. 7, 9. That the ex- 
ternal glory of this temple did not exceed 
that of Solomon's, appears plainly from 
your own. hiſtory, as this very prophet 

teſtifieth in theſe words: Who is left among 


you that ſaw this houſe in her firſt glory? and 


how do you ſee it now? 1s it not in your eyes in 
compariſon of it as nothing? The glory of your 
ſecond temple was to conſiſt particularly 
in the Meſſiah's preſence there; and, in 
this reſpect, God did fill that houſe with 
his glory, which the prophet Malachi more 


clearly expreſſeth in theſe words: Behold 


FT will 


[ | 75 ] 


I will ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the 
way before me; and the Lord whom ye ſeek, 
ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, even the Meſ= 
enger of the Covenant whom ye delight in: Be- 
hold he ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 
iii. I. Thus, according to your own pro- 
phets, the Meſſiah came before the deſtruc- 
tion of your ſecond temple : He came to 
you who were his brethren, yea he came to 
his own, and his own received him not ; he 
came in his Father's name, and ye received 
him not; others came in their own name, 
and them ye did receive; many falſe Meſ- 
ſiahs did ariſe, and them ye received to 
pour confuſion and deſtruction. I need 
not inform you of the falſe Meſſiahs and 
impoſtors who appeared during the ſiege 
of Jeruſalem; and you muſt know what 
incredible deſtruction and ſlaughter Bar 
Chochab (zhe ſon of a ſtar), afterwards cal- 
led Bar Cozibia (he ſon of a lie), brought 
upon your nation, about 52 years after the 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by Titus. 
Time would fail me particularly to men- 
tion how Moſes Cretenſis, who promiſed 
to dry up the ſea as Moſes did ; and thus 
deluded a number of Jews to their own 
deſtruction; And how Sabbati Sevi at 
Smyrna brought ruin upon many of his 
countrymen, in the year 1624; and, at 
length, turned Mahommetan, in order to 

| fave 
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ſave. himſelf from being W by order 
of the Turkiſh Emperor. 

Your city Jeruſalem and your temple 
are now no more: And your fathers were 
forewarned of this by Jeſus of Nazareth, 
who declared, that that generation ſhould 
Not paſs away till Jeruſalem and your tem- 
ple ſhould be razed to the ground ; and 
that the Jewiſh nation ſhould be ſcattered 
over the face of the whole earth for reject- 
ing him the Meſſiah. Have not the pre- 
dictions of Jeſus of Nazareth been accom» 
pliſhed, to the woful experience of your 
fathers, and of yau their children? They an- 
ſwered and ſaid, His blood be on us and on our 
children! and ſa it hath happened unto 
you, according to their wiſhes. Conſider 
therefore ſeriouſly theſe things, ye chil- 
dren of Iſrael, and, imitating the example 
of your brerhren of old, the Jews of Berea, 
receive the word of God with all readineſs 
of mind, and ſearch the Scriptures whether 
theſe things were ſo or not, Acts xvii. II. 

Give no longer an implicit faith to your 
oral traditions, which fill your minds with 
wrong notions of the Meſſiah's kingdom 
as being of this world, and lead you aſtray 
from the truth, and to which traditions 

your prophets no where refer you; but 
Have recourſe to the law and to the teſti- 
mony; for if theſe traditions ſpeak not ac- 
cording 
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cording to this word, it is becauſe there is 
no light in them, If. viii. 20. You have 
Moſes and the prophets, hear them, and 
hearken to them alone, praying earneſtly 
to the Father of Lights, that he would o- 
pen your underſtandings to underſtand 
the Scriptures; and that God would re- 
move the veil that is upon your hearts e- 
ven to this day, when Moſes and the pro- 
phets are read among you. 

AnD would you now learn the ſource of 
your preſent calamities, which cannot be 
learned from Moſes's law, you will find it 
diſcovered from Moſes's prediction of a 
prophet raiſed from the midſt of you, of your 
brethren, like unto him, who ſhould introduce 
a new diſpenſation amongſt you. A voice 
from heaven declared, that Jeſus of Naza- 
reth was the perſon meant by that prophe- 
cy; and God's vengeance on the Jewiſh 
nation for nat hearkening to this Jeſus, 
Has declared and confirmed the truth of 
it now for 1700 years. 

3. Wes may ſee the folly and inevitable 
ruin of ſuch as reject Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
miſſion God has atteſted by ſo many proofs. 

Tris glorious perſon was foretold by ſo 
many prophets, and at length, in the fulneſs 
of time, appeared with ſuch credentials as 
muſt ſatisfy and convince every candid 
and impartial inquirer of his having been 
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ſent from God. His. coming was foretold 
by various prophets, who lived in different 
ages, and who cannot poſſibly be ſuppoſed 
to have entered into any combination to 
deceive and impoſe upon mankind, each 
of which agree in pointing out his diſtin- 
iſhing characters. God, by a voice from 
heaven, declares him to be his only begot- 
ten Son. Jeſus himſelf, while on this 
earth, went about doing good: He preach- 
ed ſuch doctrine as muſt recommend it- 


elf to every ſincere lover of truth, and to 


every unprejudiſed perſon, who ſeriouſly 
reflects upon the weakneſs and corruption 
of human nature; and confirmed his miſ- 
fion by a variety of miracles: He died in 
confirmation of the truth of his doctrine. 
In fine, he roſe from the dead; and thus 
was declared to be the Son of. God with 
power. 

Tu E number, diſperſion, owl adherence 
of the Jewiſh nation to their religion, af- 
ford the moſt convincing evidence for the 
truth of the Chriſtian faith. Their number 
furniſhes us with a ſufficient cloud of wit- 
neſſes, that atteſt the truth of the Bible, 


Their diſperſion ſpreads theſe witneſſes 
through all ations: Their adherence to 


their religion, amidſt reproach and perſe- 
cution, renders their teſtimony unqueſtion- 


able. 
| THE 


F ow 1 


Tx conduct and procedure of Provi- 
dence towards the infidel Jews, may ſug- 
geſt matter of ſerious reflection to the pa- 
trons and promoters of infidelity in the 
preſent age, and ſhew what wrath and in- 
dignation is reſerved for them who blaſ- 
pheme and trample under foot the Son of 
God; for God is no idle ſpectator of the 
contempt and reproach they caſt on his 
only begotten Son. Infidels may now in- 
deed ſcoff and ridicule revelation, they 
may blaſpheme the bleſſed Jeſus with the 
opprobrious title of impoſtor; but the 
time is coming when they, in their turn, 
ſhall be held up as ſpectacles to men and 
angels; and ſhall then reap the fruits, the 
bitter fruits of that reproach and ignominy 
they poured upon God and his bleſſed Son. 
The bleſſed Jeſus, who, while on this 
earth, breathed benevolence and good- 
will towards mankind, aſſureth us, and de- 
clareth, in the plaineſt manner, the mi- 
ſery of all thoſe who reject this great ſal- 
vation: He that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
And again, He that believeth on the Son hath e- 
verlaſting life; and he that believeth not the Son 
ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him, John uti. 36. Such as diſbelieve 
this Goſpel would do well to conſider, that 
theſe are the declarations of that prophet 
who predicted the preſent miſerable ſtate 

of 


[ 7 

of the Jewiſh nation, of which they them- 
ſelves are preſent living witneſſes. *« If 
„ the word then ſpoken by angels was 
« ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion received 
4 a juſt recompence of reward, how ſhall 
* we eſcape if we neglect fo great ſalva- 
« tion, -which at firſt began to be ſpoken 
« by the Lord, and was afterwards con- 
« firmed to us by them that heard him, 
God alſo bearing them witneſs with di- 
« vers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
% Ghoſt, according to his own will?” Heb. 
He 3, 4. | 

4. FRoM what has been ſaid, we may ſee 
the juſt foundation all true Chriſtians have 

for zealoufly promoting the intereſt of the 
Goſpel. We have ſeen from the text, which 
has been the ſubject of our preſent dif- 
courſe, very ſtrong evidence, that Jeſus 
was the Meſſiah promiſed to the Fathers: 
Hence the apoſtle Peter faith, <* We fol- 
« lowed not cunningly deviſed fables, 
„ when we made known unto- you the 
«© power and coming of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, but were eye-witneſſes of his 
* majeſty ; for he received from God the 
« Father honour and glory, when there 
e came ſuch a voice to him from the ex- 
* cellent glory, This is my beloved Son in 
« whom 1 am well pleaſed,” 1 Pet. i. 
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As we are conſcious to ourſelves that we 
do not propagate a falſe religion to the 
world, we ought to exert our zeal in ma- 
king this Goſpel known in the dark cor- 
ners of the earth; and particularly in fach 
places of our native land, the remotehigh- 
lands and iflands, which, alas! - hitherto 
have not been conſidered with ſuch a de- 
gree of attention as the Importance of the 
affair requireth, whether we view it in a 
political or religious light. For the un- 
happy inhabitants of theſe parts, to this 
day, live in a great meaſure in ignorance, 
without the oracles of God 1 in their native 
tongue. oo 

THE poorinhabitantsi in the highlands and 
iſlands were entirely deprived of the Holy 
Scriptures, in any language they had the leaſt 
knowledge of to the year 1686. About this 
time, the truly noble, that great philoſopher, 
and pious Chriſtian, the Hon. Mr Boyle, 
ſent 21 2 copies of Biſhop Bedel's Iriſh Bi- 
ble, to be diſtributed ſo that each pariſh 
might have one, as far as that number could 
go. The friends to the intereſt of religion, 
at that time, thought it better that this 
tranſlation ſhould be diſtributed among 
them, notwithſtanding the Iriſh dialect is 
fo different from the Galic, that the inha- 
bitants of the highlands could not fully 


underſtand it, nor reap ſuch advantage 
2» from 


— In r ä L 4 #3. 4 - . 
+ 7 2 3 - Toa . fa ——_ Sx” *.- uf? SEL . Ee - — 
— poke A. - — — < 3622 . 2 *4 ” * vr 1 2 a 
o = F ad 5 * "I - 2 2 —. — I 4 3 7 FR „ * a * > « 
8 . wo] * * — 2 . E 7 «+ "GE ali "£5: ht — —— * — 3 9 „ T 
x i 2 2 o - +: We = £ = ; 3 F „„ * 5 1 * 
> "> : -£ >" as * — 2 5% * * a * * 4 7 * +> 1 5 1 n 72 8 1 n * » \ = oo I 
+F. $ 2 ** 2 31 24 a FS a3. 9 4 , 4. ane * « R 8 : 323 : 
"A . 2 FAS. „„ : + FEA >; LPS Ws , : Fa. 3-53. : „ 
- : - SIS P : — xr Wy - >. : . r WT ns e 
- — — — — »- — "Gs 5 — = 8 & Fr % 
__ — — — Sb. ae re to REIN 


mY 


—- 


m 
2 ... A ˙ LE as = 
5"; Ng. 4+ © 3 
be tes or es Bm * 


Ba” Room 


N 


3 " 8 >. 
w 7 Bp N *# = 


a * 
3 
. 
* * 

5 

4 $i 

: A, 248 

289 * 
. 
. 

x 4 i * 
> 
wo 
TH 

5 


N 


4 
_ 
9 
A 
* 


1 


* c m7 £ 8 
F £ * of _ "Fs , * 
OUS AE Lag 7 5 


. 4 - * 0 
N £ 


* N 
n 75 
2 kd 1 a [is . Oh 


* n ho 6 34 Oh 3 1 
R 3. n * * 2 OY 
A # Few Soft CREEP 


Lu 1 


FI it as they could have done, had it 
been tranſlated into their native Galic dia- 
lect. The worthy Mr Boyle being intorm- 
ed by Mr Kirkwood of the good effect of 


this diſtribution, and the earneſt deſire of 15 


the friends of religion to have a new edi- 
tion of the ſaid Iriſh Bible in the Roman 
character, for the uſe of ſuch perſons in 
the highlands as had been taught to read 
Engliſh, tho' they did not underſtand it, 
the generous Mr Boyle ſubſcribed for 100 


copies. 
Tat Reverend Mr Robert Kirk, mini- 


ſter of Abertoyle, had the care of this im- 


preſſion at London, which conſiſted of 
3000; and informs us, that, upon the 
firſt preſent of the Honourable Mr Boyle, 
the people expreſſed a wonderful joy, and 
a great deſire to know the word of God ; 


and ſuch was their zeal, that they ſent for 


the Bible ſometimes to one part of the 
-pariſh, and ſometimes to another, that 
they might read it on the week days, and 
then they returned it to the church on the 
Lord's Day, that all mien hear it read 
publiely. 

Tat Reverend Mr Kick, upon obſer- 
ving the fondaets and eagerneſs with which 
the highlanders received this Iriſh tranſla- 


tion, \ Which they could not fully under- 


* 


ſtand, and from a conviction of the great 


utility 


E OF 1 
utility and neceſſity of a tranſlation of the 
ſcriptures in the Galic dialect, tranſlated 
the four Evangeliſts into that language ; 
which were never printed, as the tranſ- 
lator died before he finiſhed the whole of 
the New Teſtament. It appears, that, in 
his days, there were ſome who objected 
againſt printing the Bible in Iriſh. This 
Reverend gentleman, with great candour, 
fays, that it is not to be doubted that 
a great many, who object againſt this, 
do it without any bad deſign, but only 
from their not conſidering the matter ſuf- 
ficiently ; and therefore, to remove their 
Miſtake and prejudices, he ſuggeſts a va- 
riety of conſiderations, which may be ſeen 
at full length in Dr Birch's life of the Ho- 
nourable Robert Boyle. Sce the appendix 
to his life, Numb. 4. I cannot omit here 
theſe remarkable words of the Reverend 
Mr Kirk on that occafion : © Ought not 
care to be taken, that the inhabitants 
of the highlands and iſlands ſhould not 
« periſh for lack of knowledge ? or ſhall 
the means of heavenly light and com- 
* fort be with-held from them, as from a 
generation whom God hath curſed and 
* forſaken. Far be it from all thoſe that 
* bear the honourable name of Chriſtians, 
to harden themſel es againſt their bre- 
_ & thren, and, under pretence of any hu- 
$6 man 
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call ſubjoin an authentic account of the inhabitants of ſome of 


 - L 84 
man ene to fight 3 che nen 


% of our God and Saviour. “?“ 
Tn E inhabitants of the highlands and 


iſlands are almoſt in the ſame ſituation 


with the inhabitants of the Iſle of Man, 
there being at preſent {carcely an Iriſh Bi- 
ble to be found in many pariſhes, the laſt 
edition of that Bible having been printed 
in the laſt century: And it may juſtly be 


ſaid, that, to this day, the Holy Scriptures 


have never been tranſlated into their native 
diale&t, the Galic ; the Pſalms being the 
only book of Scripture which they have 
tranſlated into their own language. Such 
is the unhappy ſituation of this part of 
the iſland, who are deprived of a bleſſing 
which every proteſtant country is bleſſed 


with, except themſelves. 


Thx number of inhabitants who under- 
ſtood not the public ſervice in Engliſh in the 
Rev. Mr Kirk's days, were about 200, ooo; 
and I believe, that, if it is thoroughly exa- 
mined, the number who do not underſtand 
the public exerciſes of religion in Engliſh 
will be found no leſs at preſent. For eve- 
ry one will eaſily conceive, that there is a 
great difference between underſtanding a 
ſermon in Engliſh and a few words in com- 
mon converſation (a). 

| | THERE 
(a) As an evidence of the trath of what has been ſaid, we 


the 


THERE is a Society eſtabliſhed; for the 
reformation of the highlands and iſlands, 
by public authority, under our gracious 
Sovereign the King, countenanced and 
2995 | - ſupported 


the remote iſlands, where the Engliſh language is little under- 
ſtood. The iſland of Iſlay contains 7000 inhabitants. The 
iſland of Jura is 24 miles long, and ſix broad, and contains 466 
inhabitants. The iſland of Collonſay is 8 miles long, and 3 miles 
broad, and contains 440 inhabitants. This iſland can only be 
" viſited by a minifter once a year. The iſland of Scarba con- 
taining 60 inhabitants, and the ſmaller adjacent iſlands of Bal- 
nahevan, Garveloch, Eluchanve, and Lunga, contain 60 more, 
to whom the miniſter preaches once a-quarter, in the iſland of 
Scarba. The Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper has been but once 
diſpenſed in this pariſh during the preſent century. | 
The iſland of lcolmkill, formerly a ſeminary. of all kind of 
learning, and a nurſery of divines for planting churches, (Vid. 
Bede's hift. rules, book iii. p. 118.), as Dr Cumming has fully 
ſhewn, in his ſermon preached. before this Society, on Matth. 
xi. 5. in the year 1760, at preſent contains 200 inhabitants; 
and there is not one perſon in it who can either ſpeak Engliſh 
or read the Scriptures, for want ot a ſchool. Here we have ſet 
before us a melancholy inſtance of the viciſſitude of human af- 
fairs. This iſland, which formerly ſent miſſionaries into Nor- 
thumberland, at the defire of King Oſwald, to inſtruct the inha- 
bitants there, now call for the aid of Britons to help them. In the 
iſland of Coll there are 1200 inhabitants, and 1800 in the iſland 
of Tirey; and as there are no ſchools in theſe iſlands, there is 
not a perſon in them who either underſtands Engliſn, or can 
read the Scriptures, except about 2c, who are in the families of 
three or tour gentlemen. And, as the Rev. Dr Walker obſerves 
in his report, theſe are but a few inſtances of many that might 
be mentioned; there being few countries in the highlands in 
which there are not large tracts to be found where the inhabi- 
tants are in the ſame ſtate of ignorance, for want of ſchools, 
which are the moſt effectual means to ſpread the knowledge- of 
the Goſpel, and the Englith language, and to introduce the uſe- 
ful arts of life in theſe unenlightened parts of this kingdom. In 
the preſbytery of Uiſt, the pariſh of Harris conſiſts of 1960 ; the 
Pariſh of North Uiſt of 1900; the pariſh of South Uiſt contains 
2020; and 2000 of this laſt pariſh are Roman Catholics. The 
parith of Bara conſiſts of 1150; 50 of which only are proteſtants. 
The prefbytery of the Lewis contains 6386. Every one who, 
attends to the geography of the country muſt ſee, that the 
; highlanders 
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ſupported by many Honourable and Reve- 
rend Gentlemen; and it is acknowledged 


„ 


by all who have an opportunity of exami- 


ning the ſtate of the faid Society, that its 


funds are faithfully and frugally managed. 


The deſign is truly noble and excellent, 
and the ſucceſs hitherto has been equal to 
the means the Society are poſſeſſęed of, or 
furniſhed with for carrying them on. 

On the firſt patent, by which the Socie- 
ty is impowered to receive donations to- 
wards the erecting of ſchools, in order ta 
have children taught ro read and write, 


and to be inſtructed in the principles 


of the Chriſtian religion, there are 159 
ſchools, On the ſecond patent, which 
impowers the Society to receive donations, 
in arder to have children and others taught 
trades and manufactures, there are twelve. 
{chools; the whole amounting to 171. The 
number of ſcholars of both ſexes amounts, 
to 7051, There are alſo two Miſſionaries 
employed 
kighlanders inhabiting the weſtern and northern coaſts, and in- 
land country, are very numerous, and are little acquainted with 
the Engliſh language. The Society has had opportunity, by 
petitions for ichools from different parts of the court: y, to learn 
Qt val numbers remaining ſtill in ignorance and barbarity ; and 
particularly, they have had fuller informat on, by means of the 
Reverend Doctors Dick, Hyndman, and oiters, who were tent. 


by the General Aſſembly 1760, to viſit the highlands and iſlands, 
vnd other places where miſſionaries and catechiſts were employ- 


ed; and by means of the Rev. Dr Walker, who viſited ſeveral 


places in 1764. 
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_ etnployed by the Society in America for 
converting the Indians. 
Bur, however far the Society has bo 
enabled to extend the means of knowledge, 
by the bleſſing of God accompanying the 
charitable contributions of ſome among 
ourſelves, and the liberal donations ſent 
from South Britain and Ireland; yet the 
Society's revenue bears but a ſmall pro- 
portion to the neceſſities of the highlands 
and iſlands; and, alas, are not ſufficient 
to aniwer the yearly demands made upon 
them for the erection of new. {chools, in 
ſeveral remote corners of the land; nei- 
ther are they in a capacity to give ſuch ſa- 
laries to the ſchoolmaſters they have alrea- 
dy, as are ſufficient to enable them to live 
in ſo comfortable a manner as they could 
with, in conſequence of the price of the 
necellaries of life being heightened every 
where. There is a loud call then to all 
thoſe to whom God hath given of the 
good things of this life, to contribute 
their ſhare for promoting ſo valuable an 
end. We ought to remember that this 
is not a thing indifferent, but a duty 
incumbent, not only on ſuch as are in emi- 
nent or public ſtations, ſuch as Princes, 
and Rulers, and Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
but allo upon private Chriſtians ; and we 
muſt remember, that we are to aſſiſt, not 


only 
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the means already uſed, but are alſo loud- 
Iy called to contribute in proportion to 
what God hath given us of the good things 
of this life, in order to advance fo excellent 
à deſign, by devoting to God a part of our 
worldly ſubſtance- For what is the moſt 
valuable improvement of riches, and what 
is the beſt uſe that can be made of them? 
Surely to clothe the naked, to feed the hun- 


gry, to inſtruct the ignorant, to open the 


eyes of the blind, and to give light to them 
who ſit in darkneſs. By removing ſuch 
an obſtacle to knowledge we ſhould re- 
ſemble God, who pitied a dark world, and 
ſent them a divine teacher to reveal his 
mind ; we ſhould imitate Jeſus Chriſt, who 
ſent his apoſtles as ſo many miſſionaries 
into the different nations of the Gentile 
W JJ 
Every one muſt acknowledge that a 
little money laid out to teach young ones 
the principles of our holy religion, is more 
reaſonable than to uſe riches as fuel to 
theſe hurtful and fooliſh luſts which drown 
men in perdition. It is ſurely the great- 
eſt bleſſing to children to have a good e- 
ducation, and it is the greateſt advantage 
to the public; this being the moſt effec- 
tual way to ſtop the fources of ignorance 


and impiety which overflow the land. 


What 


= 


5 
What we lay out for propagating true reli- 
gion is inſured beyond all danger; 1 
lay up for ourſelves treaſures in heaven, 
here moth and ruſt do not corrupt, 
and where thieves break not through 
„and ſteal, Matth. vi. 20. This is really 
laying out our money upon the beſt ſecu- 
rity, and at the higheſt intereſt. It is in- 
deed a diſperſing and ſcattering; but, in 
ſuch a way, as the huſbandman ſcatters his 
ſeed in ſowing- time, with a view to a har- 
veſt, · He that giveth to the poor lendeth 
to the Lord,” Prov. xix. 17. And can we 
lodge any of our ſubſtance in ſuch a hand, 
an to ſuch an advantage ? e 

Wx are informed, that the Hon. Society 
in South Britain have received from the Eaſt 
Indies a moſt agreeable account of the ſuc- 
ceſs of their proteſtant miſſion on the coaſt 
of Coromandel; and in particular, of the 
converſion of a Pandarampor heathen prieſt, 
belonging to a noble tribe, and of great 
intellectual abilities, who is now employed 
in the Malabarian ſchool at Cudalore. 

W alſo hear, that the ſame Society 
have lately made application to the twelve 
principal companies in the city of London, 
for encouraging a propoſal for printing 
the Bible in the Marks language, for the be- 
nefit of the poor inhabitants of the Iſle of 
Man: The inhabitants of which iſland are 
M | ſaid 
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ſaid to be upwards of 20, ooo in number, 


and the far greater part of them ignorant 


of the Engliſh language. This is undoubt- 


edly a deſign worthy of generous Britons, 
who are deſirous that all their fellow- ſub- 
jects ſhould enjoy in common with them- 


ſelves the bleſſings of religious and civil li- 


berty. With pleaſure we hear, that the 
ſaid Society have received conſiderable 


ſubſeriptions for tranſlating che nen 


into that language. 
TnEk Society in North Wii have had 


vans much at heart to promote the know- 
ledge of theEngliſhlanguage in theſe remote 
corners of our land. They have, however, 
found by experience, that many of the 
children in the highlands, who were taught 
to read the Scriptures in Engliſh, did not 
really underſtand what they read. In or- 
der, therefore, to introduce the knowledge 
of the Scriptures in theſe parts, it ſeems 
not only expedient, but even neceſſary, 
that the children ſhould be taught to read 
the Scriptures in their native language, 


the Galic, at the ſame that they read them 


in Englith, in order to introduce to pur- 
pole the knowledge of theScriptures among 
them. Upon conſideration of theſe cir- 
cumſtances, the Society judged it highly 
neceſſary to employ a Reverend Miniſter to 


tranſlate the New Teſtament into the Ga- 
lic 


Is 6 992 4 
lic dialect, in order the more effectually to 
ſpread the knowledge of our holy religion 
into theſe diſtant corners of our land (b), 
TE miſerable ſituation of the unhappy 
inhabitants of the highlands and iſlands is 
ſet forth by Dr Walker, in his report, p. 3. 
who obſerves, that theſe highlanders are 
not only cut off from all intercourſe with 
ſuch other fellow-lubjects as are capable 
to improve them, but ſeparated ſtill more 
by a different language in which they can- 
not be taught, and in which they have no 
means of inſtruction ;- they are therefore 
debarred from the knowledge of the Scrip- 
Vat A tures, 


(3) The Rev. Mr James Stewart, miniſter of the goſpel at 
Killin in Breadalbane, has been employed in this uſeful. and ne- 
ceſſary work about 4 years, and has now finiſhed a tranſlation of the 
New 'Teſtament ; and the Society has ſent the ſaid tranſlation to be 
reviewed by ſome miniſters who underſtand the original and Ga- 
lic languages, in order to its being ſpeedily printed. The Reve- 
rend author is to ſubjoin a few ſhort rules with reſpect to the 
reading of the Galic. It is hoped, that the children will make 
more progreſs in the knowledge of the Engliſh language, by thus 
learning to tranſlate from the Galic into Engliſh, than they have 


done hitherto; and that they ſhall become ſo many inſtructors of 


their aged parents, by reading to them the holy Scriptures in 
their mother-tongue. This tranſlation will alſo afford the peo- 
ple an opportunity of hearing the Scriptures read publicly in the 
churches. There has been a ſpecimen of this Galic tranſlation 
publiſhed, and which has been received with approbation by ſe- 
veral miniſters who underſtand the Galic language. A Reve- 
rend miniſter, who has read over the four goſpels with care avd 
attention, is of opinion, that this tranſlation is juſt, and that the 
ſtyle is proper, natural, eaſy, and agreeable. The Society can- 
not afford the additional expence of tranſlating the Old Teſta- 
ment into the ſaid language, unleſs they receive donations from 
well-diſpoſed perſons, whoſe hearts God may touch with 2 {-n(e 
of the unhappy circumſtanees of thoſe who have hitherto been 


_ deprived of that moſt ineſtimable bleſſing the Holy Oracles of 


God in their mother- tongue. 
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— tures, except in Engliſh, and.muſt firſt be 


underſtand : Beſides this, the moſt conſider- 


able number of the people are, in a great 
meaſure, excluded from all religious inſtruc- 
tion by the nature of the country; their 
acceſs to ſchools and churches being cut 
off by their remote ſituation, by dangerous 
ſeas, by extenſive lochs, rapid rivers, and 
unpaſſable mountains. 
TRE various obſtacles to the . 
tion of the highlands are the more to be 
regretted, when the nature of the inhabi- 
tants is conſidered, and their ready diſpo- 


ſition to receive improvement. To every 


impartial obſerver, they muſt appear an a- 
cute and ſenſible people, extremely deſi- 
rous of inſtruction, and capable of great 
attainments both in knowledge and indu- 
ſtry; the ignorance and idleneſs that too 
much prevails among them, being by no 


means their fault, but the misfortune of 
their ſituation. And I have conſtantly obſer- 


ved, that ſuch who have acceſs to ſchools, 
to public worſhip, and to the ordinances 
of religion, are more regular in their mo- 
rals, more civilized in their manners, and, 


in their way of life, more active and indu- 


ſtrious, than thoſe of their countrymen 


who are ſtrangers to theſe advantages. 
See Dr Walker” s report, p. 4. 


DR 


1 . 1. 


Dl Warxkn juſtly oli; that the 


forcading: the Engliſh: language through 
the highlands and iſlands is chiefly to be 
attained by ſchools; and that, except they 
have this opportunity when young, which 
every parent is fond of embtacing, they 
muſt grow up, and continue for life in fuck 
a ſtate of ignorance, as, in a Chriſtian 
country, is really deplorable. He ob- 
ſerves, that where theſe ſchools are plant- 
ed, there the Engliſh language makes a 
conſiderable progreſs; but there is ſcarce 
a veſtige of it to be ny wherever — 
are wanting. 45) 

In fine, it appears from his report, that 


popery is on the increaſe in various parts 


of the highlands and lands ; and we need 
not be much ſurpriſed at this, when we 
reflect, that the inhabitants have hitherto 
been deprived of the Holy Scriptures in 
their own language. This unhappy cir- 
cumſtance in their lot, together with the 
great diſtance they live from their pariſh- 


churches, and their want of opportunity of 


having their children taught to read, and 
to be inſtructed in the principles of reli- 


gion, render them an * Prey: to popith 


prieſts (c)- 
FROM 
(c) To remove theſe diſadvantages, the Reverend Doctor: 


Dick and Hyndman propoſe, that new pariſhes ought to be e- 


rected, churches built i in many parts of the highlands, = dee, 
C 0¹³ 
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Fon this view of the ſtate of the 


highlands; and iſlands it appears, that 
Providence calls aloud to all thoſe who 


are in eaſy . circumſtances, to contribute 


ſomething towards the erecting of more 
ſchools, and towards procuring a tranſ- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures into the 


Galic language; ſo that theſe unhappy 


people'may be no longer deprived of read- 
ing the Word of God. It ſurely is the 
duty of every inhabitant of Great Britain, 
to promote the principles of true religion 
and liberty through every corner of the 
country. The miſerable ſituation of the 
highlands and iſlands demands the fym- 
pathy of every pious Chriſtian. Think, 


Chriſtians, what pain it would give you, 


if you had not a copy of. the Holy Scrip- 
tures to put into the hands of your dear 
children. The Society for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge in theſe parts would 
chearfully undertake the taſk, if the cha- 

rity 


ſchools ſhould be eſtabliſhed for the proper education of youth. 
See their report, p. 78. Theſe Reverend gentlemen declare, that 
the inhabitants of the highlands in general are well affected to- 
wards the reformation and improvement of their country ; that 


the common people are well diſpoſed to receive religious inſtruc- 


tion, full of eſteem and affection for their miniſters, and eager to 
have their children well educated ; that even the Roman Catho- 
lies ſend their children to the proteſtant ſchools with great 
chearfulneſs. They conclude with the following juft reflection : 
When there is ſo noble a field, it is a pity it ſhould ly unculti- 
vated. But while the country is ſo deftituce of miniſters and 
teachers of youth, we cannot, with reaion, entertain great hopes. 
The harveſt truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few.“ 


See report, p. 90. 


1 
rity and liberality of Britons will put that 
in their power. And would it not be a 
preſent worthy of Britons, to preſent the 
Oracles of the livingGod to the friends and 
deſcendents of ſuch as behaved ſo brave- 
1y, and loſt their lives i in the late war, in 
defence of our religion and liberty, as an 
adequate reward for their gallant behavi- 
our at that critical ſeaſon ? In conſequence 
of this, they would be rendered more uſe- 
ful members of the commonwealth, faith- 
ful to our gracious Sovereign, and an ad- 
ditional bulwark t to > the liberties of Great 
Britain, 


Names 


"TA. 
Names of the perſons appointed to receive 


” BENEFACTIONS in London and lr ns 
for the uſe of this So CIETY... . 


1 E John McIntoſh j jun. Eſa; Merchant 
In Edinburgh, Mr John N Writer to 
che F | | 


| FORM, er . Brauzer or Lecacr.. 


team Is give and beqneath the ſom of: 15 
to the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge, to be applied (either 
.zo the purpoſes of the firſt or ee charters, as 
the Donor pleaſes. ] 


Committee or DI R ECTORS for the 
year I 76 5. | 


Mr Fohn Forreſt Merchant in Edinburgh, and 
Maſter of the Merchant Company there, 


o 
Ll A 
IG 
F. hy 
1 
” 
F 
. 
F 
F 
1 
N 
tt 
0 
Ss. 
. 
4 1 
bt 
N 
s 
* 
> +7 
. 
. 
* . 
3 
U 
5 A 
\ C 
Ro; 
— 

/ 
Bald ol 
, 4 
's 5 

4 
+ 
i* 
x 
WP. 
: - 
o 
4 
ul 4 
5 
* * 
* 
4 
5 
4 . 
OT 
if * 
* 
4 
d f 
* * 
- 
1% : 
24 
« 
: 4 
— w 
s 
. * 
wt 4 
% * 
* 
. 
» 2 
X 
* 
. 
28 
rt 
. « 4 
4 
= 
nd 
5 
4} 
© 
-&; 
N 
x 
7 
i > 
* 
1 [3 
$a 
bf bs; 
1 * 
of 
1 * 
„ 
A 
+ 
7 - 
WT 
o 
* i 
C = 
* 1 "> 
WW 
i F 
Is + 
1 » 
TY. . 
* 
* "228 
= © 
: 2 4 
4 34 4 ö 
* ; 
44 + 4 = 
4 — 2 
9 
= 74 Was 
<1 — 
n 
| IP? 1 
** n 
offs : 
by 
. 
, , 
+ 14 
245 
'Y P 
LS »? 
< i 
11 
. % 
5 t 
ig 5 
: 54 
q * 
* 
- * 
I 
l 
[4 
* 
. 
þ ' 
8 , 
" . 
4 
8 
* 
2 
. 
as 
a» q 


, Preles. 
Mr Archibald . allace, Merchant in Edin- 

Burgh. 
. Mr Fames Roberrfon, Profeſſor of Or iental 
4 Languages in the Univerſity of Edin- 
5 bu 2 
> Mr Albert Monro of Coull. 
K Mr William Miller, Bookſeller in Edinburgh. 
B Mr Robert Talker, Surgeon there. + 
. Mr 
5 
'M h 
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Mr Robert Ruſſel, Merchant there, 

Mr George Langlands, Surgeon there. 

Mr William Ramſay of Preſton. 

Dr Parrick Cuming, one of the Miniſters of 

Edinburgh. 

Mr William Wilſon of Sronhupe, Writer i in E- 
dinburgb. 

Mr William Dickſon, Dyer in Edinburgh. 

Dr Alexander Webſter, one of the Miniſters 
of Edinburgh. 

Mr William Tod jun. Merchant chere. 

Mr Robert Sor-Monerief, Merchant there. 


The Moſt Honourable the Marquis of Lo- 
thian is Preſident of the General Court. 

Alexander Tait Eſq; one of the principal 
Clerks of Seſſion, Secretary. 

George Drummond Eſq; one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of Excite, Comptroller. 

Robert Chalmers, Accountant. 

John Davidſon, Writer to the Signet, Trea- - 
ſurer. 

Alexander Stevenſon, Writer in Edinburgh, 

Clerk. 

David Ruſſel, Accountant there, Book- 
holder. 

Fames Brown, Bookſeller. 

Alexander Coutts, Officer. 
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Lately Publiſhed, 


RamMMaTica LINCGVAE HEBRAEAE, 
cum notis et variis quaeſtionibus phi- 
lologicis ; in quibus praecipue diſſeritur de 
natura et indole linguae Hebraeae ; de 
antiquitate Quadrati, et Samaritani charac- 
teris; de literis i earumque natura et 
uſu; de punctorum vocalium natura, an- 
tiquitate, et novitate; de convenientia et 
affinitate linguae Hebraeae cum Arabica: 


In uſum Juventutis Academicae : 


Jacobo Robertſon, A. M. Ling. Orient. 


Profeſſore in Academia Edinburgena, 
Auctore. 


Proſtant venales apud Hamilton et Balfour, _ 
et Gul. Miller, Edinburg ; ; Wilſon et | 
Durham, Londini, in vico vulgo dicto, | 
the Strand, — 


r 1 
Page 21. line 10. for in read az. | 
P. 30. J. 27. dele ad. * 
P. 45. 1. 18. for that read be. THe | | 
P. 48. note (7) I. 4. read Fo/ephus. ' ." 
And 1. 8. of the ſame note for Saviour's read Saviour. 5 
P. 52.1. 17. for no read a. 5 8 
P. 59.1. 25. for title read zittle. . ; 
P. 70. 1.8. for Agar read Aſer. | | 
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